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we hear all the time on appropriation types of issues, it i s a
matter of personnel and fundirg. T hey d o n ' t have t he pe r so n n e l
available, and I think I can attest to that on the occasions.

. .

SENATOR SMITH: B ecause of the fact that you have tried t o g et

T hank y o u .

i n f o r ma t i o n ?

SENATOR W I THEM : Y eah , when I
painstaking process. They attempt
stonewalls over there I don't think
very slow in coming out, and i t t
g ther data and to send out reports
put together when it comes back in.
independently identified data cente
not, that is, you know, debatable.

SENATOR S MITH: It m ight be better if you did have based on the
fact that you can't find that information when you w an t i t now.
You know, the other thing that I am wonder i n g ab ou t . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Smith, excuse me, would y o u sp e a k i n t o
t he mi c r op h o n e . It is ve ry difficult to hear the quest>on.

SENATOR SMITH: Oh , I am s o r r y . T h e o t h e r thing tha t I am
wonder i n g i s , Ron , a l l o f t h e mat e r i al , the information, when I
t augh t s c h o o l y e ar s ago and w h a : I h e ar d c ount y s ch oo l bo a r d s
talking a b out all the data that they were having to provide to
the Department of Education, I would have thought all of that
was b ei ng comp i l ed somewhere in the department and being used
for a p u r po s e , and , evidently, you are saying that i t . h a s n ot

SENATOR W ITHEM: Yeah, I t h i n k i t mi g ht b e k i nd o f i nt e r e s t i n g
to look at one of the handouts that I passed out. We gat he r a
lot of data now but it is fairly easily collected data, doesn' t
necessarily relate a l l t hat we l l t o edu c a t i on qu al i t y s ort s o f
issues. When we did thxs LR 181 study a c ouple o f ye a r s ago , we
asked scho ol p eop l e what kird of data is important to you to
make a determination on quality education, and t he y g ave u s
severa l po i n t s . Then we looked at what is most important, what
is least important. The n we lcoked at what kind of data is
currently being g athered. The l ists were kind of reversed.
What we are now gathering isn't t e r r i b l y i mp o r t an t i n mak i ng
quality education determinations. What isn't being gathered xs
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