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answered if it where there.

SENATOR HARTNETT: I n o t he r wo r d s , what yo u a r e say i n g , Sen a t o r
Withem, is that the information that is going to be col lected
would be used more by this body than a parent or something like
t ha+ because we h av e t he choice bill creeping through the syste m
this year to decide which school to go to? Is that what you see
the use of this material is Ly a body like this, or r a t he r t han
a par e n t ?

S ENATOR WITHEM: Y e ah .

SENATOR HARTNETT: And , y ou k now , I ag r ee wi t h , you k now , y ou r
concept, Senator Withem, and .he Education Committee. I do n ' t
serve...I have a very strong interest in education, I guess, but
d o y ou al so se e t ha t , I have to remember the centu r y , bu t I
r emember when , y o u kn o w , the gifted students, them b e ing, it
>sed to be the n ational testing that, you know, School A wi l l
say, you know, Kearney, I am looking at Senator Langf o r d h er e ,
that Kearney i s the greatest schools because they do a l l t h z s ,
and looking at Senator Kri stensen, Mxnden i s n ot b ad . Y ou k n o w ,
we k i n d of ge t i n t o . . . I am a - uper i n t en d e n t , I am w av i ng -he
flag for Kearney, and if I am down a t M i n d e n , I am ) us t u s i ng
t hose a s ex am p le s , and t he y a r e no t d oin g t oo g ood w i t h
graduation and so f orth, ind we kind of hide the data, i s t ha t
i t ? Wi l l x t b e u s ed by p ub ai c , l i k e s up er i n t en d e n t s ? I s hou l d
l ook a t t he nay end, too. Is th at how you s ee i t , Ron , a s
s chool s k i nd of u s i ng i t t o v i e f o r . ..or not, or just more o f a
.- o i l . . .u s e d more by t h i s b od y and by . ..not more used at the
s ta . l e v e l r at he r t h an t he l o c a l l ev e l .

SENATOR WITHEM: I s e e t h i s i n f o r mat i on , Senator Hartnett, bezng
u sed b y p o l i c y ma k e r s a t a l l ' ev e l s . No w whethe r o r no t t he
d ata ge t s r epo r t ed in a sc hool by school comparison s ore o f
results is a policy decision that th e Dep a rtment.. . t h e S t at e
Board i s g r app l i n g wi t h at t h x s p o i nt and I d on ' t k n ow h ethe r
i t w i l l b e r e po r t ed i n t h at f ash i on o r n o t , bu t I s ee i a s
bezng useful tc a local school board, f o r i n s t anc e , . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WITHEM: .. .when they want to know how well the average
student xn the State o f Nebr a k a i s do i ng on math tests, whether
they need to improve their math program o r whe t h er t he i r math
p rogra m i s ad equ a t e , whethe r St at e Bo a r d o f Edu c at i on ,
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