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your goal in this'? Or will it do that?

SENATOR W I THEM: That is my goal, Senator Moore. I woul d l i k e
to see a statewide accountability system i n t h e ar e a of
education. We d on't have that now. We need that. And did you
s ay, d o I hav e t h o balance of your time t o attempt to answ e r
t ha t .

SENATOR MOORE: Y e s.

Hartnett, Withem, and Smith.

SENATOR WITHEM: Okay, the Department of Education is r espond i n g
to requests that they have heard coming from the Legislature, I
think including legislation you have introduced, legislation I
h ave i nt r od u c e d , t he p a s s age o f LB 94 0, a nd t he p a ss a g e o f 9 4 4 .
T hey ar e m o v i n g t ow a r d a n accountability system at t h i s p oi n t
through changing their accreditation r equirements from being
input based, counting the number of library books, t he n u mber of
d egrees t h e t e ac he r s hav e , the number of administrators that are
i n a b ui l d i ng , t owa r d a system where t hey a re l o ok i ng at the
performance of st udents, and they ar e painstakingly g o ing
t h r o ug h t h at p r oc e s s . It is a fairly difficult process. That
process of establishing that accountability system is going on.
This gathering the data from t he s c h oo l s c o nc e r n i n g l o t s of
things, student a chievement, student performance, n umber o f
people that are attending schools, lots of different d at a tha t
just currently is not available is needed to support that effort
of going to their performance-based accreditation system.

BEAKER BARRFTT: Senato r L a b e dz , p l ea se , followed by Senators

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank y ou , M r . Pr es i d ent . S enator W i them, I
would h a v e a qu es t i on f o r y ou i f y o u wi l l y i e l d .

SENATOR WITHEM: Certainly.

SENATOR LABEDZ: In at l e a s t t wo s c t i o ns i n t h e b i l l , t her e a r e
references to collection and reporting of data a bout s c h o o l
financing. I as sume those r efe r e n ce s a r e i n t end ed t o mea n
publ i c sch o o l f i n an c i n g o nl y , am I c o r r ec t ?

SENATOR W ITHEM: Oh, certainly, and frequently when we dr a f t
bills, we say schools and don't take that into account . I f an
amendment is needed to clarify that, I would be happy to suppor t
t ha t .
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