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an advisory committee to help with the determination o f wh a t
these indicators are, and t h i s co mmi t t e e w i l l d ev e l o p a p l an t o
improve the data system col l e c t i on wi t hi n our state. That is
what 744 doe s. It is a re l a t i ve l y m o d es t b i l l . I t i s a sk i n g
the Department of Education t o p r o v i d e u s and othe r po l i c y
makers in the .".tatemore d at a con ce r n i ng t he quality o f
education in our state, concerning the level of achievement of
our young people. With that, if there are any questions, I
would be happy to respond to them.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou , sir. D i sc ussion, Senators Moore,
L abedz , a nd Har t n et t . Senato r M o o re .

SENATOR MO O RE: Mr . Speaker, members of the body, I wou l d l i k e
to ask Senator Withem a few questions if he would s o y i e l d .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: Y es .

SENATOR MOORE: S enator Withem,on this sheet you passed out to
u s r eg ar d i n g comp a r i ng Nebraska t o t h e o t h e r s ta t e s , and wha t
t hey d o , h ow man y of these th i ngs tha t we n ow . . . a r e no t
avail=hie, are not applicable to Nebraska would b e a p pl i c ab l e i f
we pas .ed L B 7 7 . . .744 , e x c u s e me ?

SENATOR W ITHEM: I can not answer that question, Senato r M o o re .
LB 744 provides a mechanism to create an accountability s yst e m .
That accountability system will be crea ted by th e a dv i so r y
committee and by t he d at a c o l l ec t i on center withi n the
department. Hopef ully, they would move toward answering a lot
of these questions h ere , bu t whe t he r s pec i f i c a l l y i t wi l l
include s tudent te sting or whether it won' t,and t h e r epo r t i ng
of those numbers, that is a po l i c y d e c i s i on t ha t r he D epar t m e n t
of Education i s cur rently attempting to make and w i l l n o t b e
made by this particular bill.

SENATOR MOORE: O k ay, I guess my first concern is that may be,
that maybe we have the car t be f or e t h e ho r s e . In some ways I am
wondering if we n eed to pass LB 337 by the Education Committee
that requires a statewide test first. Otherwise, I don 't know
how y ou c an c c mp ar e d at a as t h e r e i s no comparable data out
theie. And I guess my second que"tion to you, and you c a n h av e
t he b a l an c e o f my t i me t o e x p l ai n i t , is will 744 eventually
lead to some sort of statewide accountability measures, i s t h a t
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