February 27, 1989 LB 744

good policy choices. Thetax. the Nebraska Comprehensive Tax
St udy from the Syracuse Un|ver3|ty drew this concl usion.

Interestingly enough, Dr. Jonathan Sher, whowas hired by . the
smal l er high schools in Nebraska, the NRCSA group, to come into
Nebraskato make a determination on quality of the smaII

schools, everybody was expecting, well, if he is hired by t
smal | schools to comrent on their quall Y, o|ng to
conclude that the data is there to prove that they are 80 He

indicated he could not. He could not find the data to support
the assertion that small schools are good schools, nor could he
find the data to support he conclusion that big schools gre
better. Data just wasn't avail able. InLR 181, was a study
resol ution that we passed a couple of years 0, set up a study
by the Education Conmittee to | ook at the que39|on ual Lt
education, again, the conclusion is the data just doed noci exi s
to make a determi nation. The recommndatlon of the
Performance-based Accreditation Study committee by the
Department of Education drewa similar conclusion. we, as a
Legi sl ature, have had sone involvenent in this also. when we
passed LB 944 a fewyears ago, our Quality Education Reform Act,
we made it a responsibility of fhe Departnment of Education to
move our accreditation standards away frominput factors over to
output factors. In other words, have themwork toward a quality
education in deternmining the quality of our schools. They have
been working on that, and one of their conclusions is, weneed
more data in order to support the work of moving toward that
perfornmance- based accreditation. Last year, we passed g
resolution, '

SPEAKER BARRETT: One nmi nute.

SENATOR WITHEN: ...one of the last things that we did as a body
was directing the Department of Education to inprove their data
collection abilities. LB940, last year, we nandated t hat they
i nprove their accreditation requirenents. All of these thin
we have been noving tNe Department of Education towarg sys

of providi n% greater accountability to ttle Leglslature
concerning the question of whether our young people are doing

wel | in schools. What LB 744 does is it creates the Education
Data Center_within the Department of Education. Theduties of
that center will be to be 3 collection point. for statistical

information concerning the quality of schools in our giate will

provide information back to the |egislature, and will al so
publish ~a report to the Legislature gn an annual Dpasis

concerning the level of quality in Nebraska gchools. It creates
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