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good policy choices. The tax.. . the Nebraska Comprehensive Tax
Study from the Sy racuse Universi t y dr ew this conclusion.
Interestingly enough, Dr. Jonathan Sher, who was hi r e d by the
smaller high schools in Nebraska, the NRCSA group, to come into
N ebraska t o m a k e a determination on quality of the small
schools, ever y body was expect i ng , w e l l , i f he i s hi r e d b y t he
small schools to comment on t h e i r qua l i t y , he i s goi ng t o
conclude that the data is there to prove that they are good. He
indicated he c ould not. He could not find the data to support
the assertion that small schools are good schools, nor could he
find the d ata to support he conclusion that big schools are
better. Data just wasn't available. I n LR 181 , wa s a study
resolution that we passed a couple of years a go, set u p a s tu d y
by the Education Committee to look at the question of quality
education, again, the conclusion is the data just does not exist
to mak e a determ ination. The recommendation of t he
Performance-based Accreditation St udy Committee by the
Department of Education drew a s i mi l a r c o n c l u s i on . We, as a
Legislature, have had some involvement in this also. When we
p assed LB 944 a f e w y e ar s a g o , our Quality Education Reform Act,
we made i t a r esponsibility of the Department of Education to
move our accreditation standards away from input factors over to
output factors. In other words, have them work toward a quality
education in determining the quality of our schools. T hey h a v e
been w o r k in g on t hat , and one of their conclusions is, we need
more data in order to support t h e w or k of m oving t ow a r d that
performance-based accreditation. L ast ye a r , we pas se d a
r esolut i o n , . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

was directing the Department of Education to improve their data
collection abilities. L B 940, l a s t y e a r , we mandated that they
improve their accreditation requirements. All of these things,
we have been moving tNe Department of Education toward a system
of providing greater accountability to t he Legi slature
concerning the question of whether ou r y o ung people a re do i n g
well in schools. What LB 744 does is it creates t he E d u c a t i o n
D ata C e n t e r within the Department of Education. T he dut i e s o f
that center will be to be a c o ll e c t i o n poi nt for statistical
information concerning the quality of schools in our state, will
provide information back t o t he Legisla t u re , and w i l l a l so
publish a re por t to the Legislature o n a n ann u a l basis
concerning the level of quality in Nebraska schools. It creates

SENATOR WITHEN: . ..one of the last things that we did as a body
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