
February 27 , 1 9 8 9 L B 361, 7 44 , 7 4 8

I h av e a hear i n g notice or cancellation of hearing notice by
General Affairs. Senator Landis would like to print amendments
to LB 361 . (See page 884 of the Legislative Journal.)

Senator Rod Johnson would like to withdraw LB 748. That w i l l be
laid over. And two gubernatorial appointee confirmation hearing
reports offered by Natural Resources. Those, a s w e l l , wil l be
laid over, Mr. President. That i s a l l t hat I hav e .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y ou Moving to Ge neral Fi l e , LB 744.

C LERK: Mr . Pr e si d e nt , L B 7 4 4 w a s a bill that was introduced by
Senator Withem. (Read t i t l e . ) The bi l l was i nt r o d uced on
J anuary 19 , r e f er r e d to the Education Committee,advanced t o
General File. I have no amendments to the bill, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T he C h ai r r ec og n i z e s the Chair o f the
Education Committee, Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: Thank you, Mr . S peaker , members of the body.
LB 744 is a bill concerning which I have passed out a couple of
handouts, that you haven't been inundated with handouts yet this
morning, so you probably ought to beable to find them. What
the bill deals with is, in a general sense, it is one of several
bills that have come from the Education Committee t hi s y ea r
dealing with the rather fuzzy issue, difficult issue to grab a
hold of, but i ncredibly important issue, that of qua l i t y
educat i on , and helping us as public policy makers both at the
s tate l e v e l a n d a t t he l oc a l l ev e l g e t a ha n d l e o n how wel l our
s chools a r e do i n g . Before I get into specifics of the bill, I
would like to share just some general views on this question of
quality of education in Nebraska. One of the problems I think
w e have as a L e g i s l a t u r e , as a state, policy makers in the area
of education, is we tend to have an overly smug view, I th nk,
of the quality of education that we offer o u r you n g peopl e in
this state. We look at some very isolated, very, i n ma ny c a s e s ,
misleading statistics, s uch as, c o l l e g e e n t r a n ce examinations,
graduation rates, things along that line, to prove to us that we
have quality education. When yo u ge t d eepe r i nto wh at i s
q uali t y educ a t i o n , what indicators do we have that point to
quality, they really aren't there. I f you w i l l l oo k a t so me of
t he q u o t e s you h ave o n yo u r s h e et , y o u r sheet he re , i t wi l l
indicate that any number of peop'e that have t aken a l ook at
quality education in Nebraska have drawn the conclusion that we
just don't have enough data available about our s chools t o make
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