
February 2 4 , 19 89 LB 265 , 397

SPEAKER BARRETT: The amendment is adopted . Sen at o r Chi zek , on
t he b i l l .

SENATOR CHIZEK: Mr. Speaker, fellow members, L B 265 add r e ss e s
two issues which have developed with child support enforcement
in the courts, and more specifically t he u se of r e f e r e e s in
those p r oce e d i n g s . Fed e r al legislation requires that those
proceedings be done in an expedited fashion. A t the same tim e
the statutes o u tlined in the use of referees were last year
declared unconstitutional by the Nebraska Supreme c our t i n t h e
Drennan ( p h o n e t i c ) c ase . The cefect in the statutes involve the
d elega t i o n of j ud i c i a l functions to non]udges. S o we h a v e ,
basically, two separate demands on th e p r o c e s s wh i c h i n t e r s e c t
xn t h i s b i l l . Th e d i s t r i c t cou r t j udg es , i n Dou g l a s C o u n t y , h ad
asked me to introduce LB 265, to consequently satisfy the s ta t e
constitutional requirements, whale meeting the federal mandates.
LB 265 permits the referee to o nduct t he p r oc ee d i ng s as be f o r e ,
but any findings and recommendations made by t h e r e f er e e are
reviewed by t h e district court. LB 265 f u r t he r p r ov i d e s t ha t
any party may take exception to the findings a nd re commendat r o n s
of the referee. These exceptions will also be forwarded to the
d i s t r i c t j ud ge for review w ith th e r efe r e e ' s r epo r t . The
important provision xs the nonbinding nature o f t h e r e f e r ee ' s
recommendation. The Nebrask a S t a t e Bar , the Omaha Bar, the
Nebraska District Judges have al l t es t i f i ed i n f av o r o f L B 26 5 .
There wer e no opp one n t s , and I would urge the body to advance
t he b i l l .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou . Discussion on the advancemen= of
265? See i n g n one , those in favor of that motion please vote
aye, o p p o sed n a y . Vot i n g on the ad vancement of t he b i l l .
Please r ec o r d .

CLERK: 26 aye s , 0 n ays , Mr . Pr e s i d en t , on the advancement of
LB 265 .

SPEAKER BARRE. 'I' : LB 2 6 5 i s adv a n c ed . LB 397.

CLERK: LB 39 7 , Mr . Pr e s i de nt , i n t r o d u ced b y Sen at o r s Chambers
and Di er ks . ( Read t i t l e . ) Th e b i l l was i n t r od uc e d on
January 12, referred to the Judiciary Committee. The b i l l was
advanced t o Gen e r a l F i le . I hav e no amendments to the bill,
Mr. P re s i d e n t .
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