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S PEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r R o d Jo h n s o n .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Nr. President, members, I rise to support
Senator Wesely's bill. I was ap p r o a c h ed b y so me morticians in
my district prior to the session beginning. And t he y sh o w ed
interest in this issue in particular with the section that deals
with N e d i c a i d i nd i v i d u a l s a nd r ai s i ng t h e f ee up t o $ 5, 0 0 0 . I
think Senator Smith c overed many of th e points I wanted to
cover , b u t t h ey h a d a p p r o a ched me about sponsoring a bill. But
whej. they heard that Senator Wesely was working on this issue as
w ell, I deferred t o him, and I'm pleased to see the bill has
made it to the floor and wil l b e d i scu sse d here t od ay and
hopefully advanced. I think it is a ne=essary change that needs
to be made. I support it wholeheartedly. I t h i n k i t wi l l be a
benefit to all parties involved by making these recommended
changes .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou , sir. Senator Schellpeper, f o l l o w ed
by S 'nator Smith.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: T hank you , Nz . Sp ea k e r and members . I
would like to ask Senator Smith a question, please.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Sm th, would you respond .

SENATOR SNITH: Yes .

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: I t h i n k t ha t t h i s b i l l i s a ve r y go od
i dea , and I t h i nk i t ' s a ve r y even f i gu r e , except for maybe the
$ 5,000 i n '91. Would you haze any problem with an a mendment t o
lower that down to maybe 4,030?

S ENATOR S N ITH : N o t fo u r ....I think we' re asking 4,005, aren ' t
we, initially, in the increase? Four t ho u s a nd , ok ay , s o v ou ' r e
sayinc keep it at 4,000, is that.

. . .

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Yes, leave it at four.

SENATOR SMITH: I guess that I don't like the idea particularly,
Senato r Sc he l l p e p e r , but I al so t h i n k t ha t i f we c an g i v e t h e
increase for $1,000 more that. . . .A t t h i s p o i n t i n t i me , ye s , I
would , i f t h at i s t he c o n d i t i on f o r p ass i ng t he b i l l I wou l d
still support it, based on that. But what is going to happen is
that over time we' re going ':o b e b ac k , wi t h i n a f ew ye ar s ,
asking for another increase. And that is my only concern.

1533


