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a longside o f so d a p o p i n a g r oce r y s t o r e . Severa l pe op l e
objected to that, several organizations, and I t ook t h e
opportunity to introduce the bill and do what exactly what t h e
committee was tr ying to do last year, what the Liquor Control
Commission was trying to do, and that the beer wholesalers were
also not o b jecting...wanted to do as far as remove it from the
taxation part. I wo u ld lik.. to e mphasize t hat during t h e
introduction o f this b i l l an d t h r ough a l l t he s t ag e s of
discussion that we have had great cooperation from t he b e er
wholesalers, that they believe this is a proper thing and that
i t should be under the Liquor Control Commission. I t wa s n ev er
their intention to market t hi s as just a produc t l i ke p op
because, indeed, it is. . . i t d oe s h a ve some other implications
that suggest that it shouldn't be alongside the soda pop i n a
grocery store. I understand it's n ot a v e r y b i g b i l l a nd I
don' t want to ta ke a whole lot of time. I woul d b e h a p p y t o
r espond t o a ny q ue s t i on s you migh t hav e o r l i s t en t o s om e
comments. Failing that, I would move for the advancement of 441

PRESIDENT: Senator Pirsch, please, followed by Senator Baack.

SFNATOR P I R SCH: Thank y ou , Mr . Pr e s i d en t . I j u s t r i s e i n
wholehearted, enthusiastic suppor t o f LB 44 1 . Near be e r l o ok s
l i k e b e e r , t a s t e s l i k e b eer , smell s l i k e be e r and , indeed, it is
beer. It 's beer that is boiled the alcohol down to less than
one-tenth of 1 percent. I t i s n ot a g ood i d e a t o hav e ou r
c hi l d r e n weane d on nea r be er and t h i s c ame out v e r y c l ea r l y i n
t he p r o p o n e n t s o f t he h ea r i ng . I n fact, one young girl
testified t ha t sh e s aw a bo y d r i n k i ng a c an o f b e er i n t h e
cafeteria. Indeed, I brought some to the committee hearing and
opened it because it is not a regulated substance. I t i s g ood
that Senator Hannibal caught this and that it be taken care o f
as quickly as possible. T hank y o u .

PRESIDENT: Thank y ou . Sen at o r Baack , p l ea s e .
Hannibal, would you like to close, please.

SENATOR H A NNIBAL : Thank y ou , Mr . Pr e s i den t . No f u r t h e r
comments a s long as Senator Baack is not going to comment. I
appreciate that. LB 441 will advance now with the em ergency
clause and ki nd of reinstate the category o f n ear b ee r and pu t
it back under the Liquor Control Commission. I would move for

S enato r

its advancement.
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