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SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Oh, sorry. We have two different things
i n t h e b i l l r i gh t n ow. We h av e one w i t h 10 , 000 and down and
then also with 5 0,000 and that is counties, not cities, it' s
count i e s , . . .

SENATOR GOODRICH: But you don't say that in the bill.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: . . .50 , 000 p e o p l e i n a c oun t y .

SENATOR GOODRICH: You better, in your amendments, you b et t e r
designate those, that is counties.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: W e do . The amendment does do that.

S ENATOR GOODRICH: Oh , o kay, t h a n k y o u.

SFNATOR SCHELLPEPER: That ' s i n t h e amendment.

SENATOR GOODRICH: I would just caution the three s enato r s t ha t
are working on this, Nelson, Smith and Schellpeper, t ha t t h er e
are nursing shortages in the rest of the state as well, not j us t
the rural communities. Granted, we have a few more nurses in a
community like Omaha or Lincoln but, by the s ame t o k en , w e s t i l l

Sunday wan t i ng nu r ses for the urban areas just as well. So I
see where you' re solving the problem. . .o r I ' l l p ut i t t h i s way,
you' re not solving anything when it comes right down to it, but
you are a ttempting to solve the pr oblem f or t he r u r a l
communities but y ou' re not doing a darn thing to solve t he
n urs in g s h o r t a g e i n u r ba n a reas . Ne l son , wou l d you l i k e t o
respond.

SENATOR NELSON: Yes , we are, I tried very hard not to make
t hi s a n u r b a n - ru r a l sp l i t . As you k n ow , t he sh or t age i s n o t
quite as great in the urban areas and one of the main r easons i s
is Medicaid and M edicare allow a much higher payment for the
metropolitan-urban hospitals than they do r ura l , a l l ows t he m t o
p ay a l i t t l e mo r e . Th at d i f f e r en t i al i s o n l y ab o ut a d o l l a r an
hour but, as I found out as I had the figures yesterday. But we
do, we have the one rural incentive program but we h ave t he
educational incentive program which is the main portion o f t he
bill and that is very much attune to u rban a r ea s a s w e l l a s the
rura l ar ea s , t h e BSN , t he $ 1 , 0 0 0 a n d t he A D N an d t h e LP N . The
main p o r t i on of t h e b i l l i s urban an d r u r al , the educational
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