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down. We cut it down to 75 a year. We thought that we would
just as soon help the ones that need it rather than try to help
them all. We extended it another two years. Once you' re i n t he
program, it's only a three-year program, but once you' re in the
program, you can finish <.ut that program. So it actually will
b e a f i v e- ye a r p r og r a m bu t i t wi l l c ut i t down on the fis c al
b asi s f or each ye ar . And I t h i n k t h at wi l l h e l p an awf u l l ot .
W e' re down t o about, we think, about $200,000 the first year and
about 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 t h e se c o nd yea r , bu t the total p ackage of the
whole five y ea r is just a little over $1 million for five
years. But this is eventually going to help an awful lo t of
nurses in Nebraska. And I think that once we get through with
the five...this three-year program or the five years, t h at we
actually won't need it anymore. I t h i n k t he r e wi l l b e enough
nurses in the system then that it wil l he l p f o r a l l o f the
state. And there's also another part of the bill that they will
pay them t o stay in Nebraska. With this need and with staying
i n Nebr a s ka , t h ey wi l i on l y get t he mor ey if they sta y in
Nebraska, which that is our...the way that we wanted to have the
b i l l de s i gn e d . So I t h i nk t h at wi l l r e a l l y h e l p . And when a l l
of the details and the fiscal note is worked out, which w e wi l l
h ave be f o r e t h e n ex t r eading , I ' m su r e t h at t h er e wi l l be no
more problem because we had them al l wo r k e d ou t . T he y ' r e u p a t
the bill d r afters right n ow and they just have not come down
yet. So, with that, I think that the bill is in very good shape
n ow. Th a n k y o u .

PRESIDENT: Tha n k yo u . Senator Goodrich, please.

SENATOR GOODRICH:
quest i < n , p l ea "?

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Ye s .

SENATOR GOODRICH: In your working out of the amendments that
you' re wo r k i n g o n, I notice on page 3, Section 5 of the bill,
you a re de f i n i n g . . . you ar e s aying t o enc o u r ag e n u r s e s t o seek
and continue employment in rural communities and then you r ef e r
t o communities but yo u don' t d ef i n e c o mmuni t i e s . I n o t h e r
words, like, for example, in communities of less t han 10 , 0 00 ,
we' l l s ay , does that mean the city that they' reworkin g i n o r
does that mean the county that they' re working in? W hat . . . wh a t
constitutes a community?

PRESIDENT: Senator Schellpeper, start over, would you, please.

Senator Schellpeper, would you r espond t o a
H el l o .
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