February 24, 1989 LB 781

before, sone of these conm ssioners have said that |ocal control

is working fine. But here are sone of the things that they know
better than the Liquor Cbhntrol Conm ssion. They know the | aw
enforcement people better. They know how nmany man%ers they have
on their police force to enforce the liquor |aws. They know the

applicant better or if this applicant makes a renewal, "they know
thembetter. And | believe that we should keep this at the

| ocal |evel. | passed out a letter fromthe Gty of Norfolk,
they conducted a poll. They had the research associates of

Lincoln conduct a poll for the City of Norfolk. Andsol just

thought | would pass it out and here's what Ni ke Nolan, Ci ty
Adm nistrator of Norfolk, says in a |letter addressed to ne. "Me
understand that LB 781, the bill which would reinstate |ocal

control on issuance of liquor licenses, maybe special ordered
soon and wish to express strong support for the special ordering
of this bill." But in this poll it says 68 percent, 68 percent

of our citizens believe that towns and cities rather than the
state should decide who gets the liquor licenses. Andthis is
what this bill, as amended, would do. And so | would encourage

your support for this bill this norning.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Abboud, followed by Senator
Smith. Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President, colleagues, | rise to support
LB 781. I feel that there are enough assurances that after
exam ni ng the Nebraska State Suprene Court decision which struck
down LB 911 of a couple of years agoand this bill adequatel y
deals with the concerns shownby the Nebraska Supreme Court.
Most inportantly, it still allows for state control over the
i ssuance of liquor |icenses. The comm ssion, as noted on page 9
of the bill, the conmi ssion shall consider the |ocal governing
body but, in addition, shall examine that particular liquor
license application according to criteria spelled out in
pages 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the |egislative bill. So it
rovides for local input in the determ nation of |iquor |icenses
ut the wultimte authority js still with the Nebraska State
Li quor Conmi ssion and, as such, | believe is constitutional. |
think it's important to have that |ocal input. The | ocal city
council plays an inmportant role in determning, put as  we
discovered, the wultimate authority on the issuance of I|iquor
licenses is still with the State of Nebraska. The State Liquor
Commission is still the ultimate authority and | believe that
this bill deals with the constitutional issues in a manner that
will pass constitutional muster before the Nebraska State
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