February 24, 1989 LB 781

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Hefner, please.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr . President and nenbers of the body, | ws't
to commend the General Affairs Conmittee for sponsoring ths
bill

PRESI DENT: Excuse ne, Senator Hefner. (Gavel.) Could we have
it quieter so we can hear the speakers, pl'ease. ’ plgase. Thank
you.

SENATOR HEFNER: Thankyou, Nr. President. | gppreciate that.
| was the main sponsor of LB 911 which gave IochI) control in

issuing liquor licenses. And the reason | sponsored that bjll
is that | felt that we weren't listening to the local governing
board in the issuingofli quor licenses. Theycould take a
stand on it. They could approve themor reject thémand if this
applicant wasn't satisfied, he could cone down to the Liquor
Control Commi ssion here in Lincoln and a lot of times get that
changed. But since the passage of LB 911, sn4 | pelieve tha
was in 1986, | thought that local control was working very gooé
and some members of the f.iquor Commission said that they
certainly thought itwas working good. But then |ast December

the Nebraska Supreme Court ruled that the bill was
unconstitutional and they...Senator Smith told you why they
ruled it because we gave the | ocal governing board more
standards to consider by their own. W didn't have that in the
statutes and so they said this was wuncon...i t was an
unconstitutional delegation oflegi slative authority. sgthis

bill now, as amended, wi|| correct this section of LB 911. And

so | say to you here this norning.

PRESIDENT: ~Excuse me. (Gavel.) Ladjes and gentlemen, could we
pl ease have it quiet. We can't hear the speaker. Tpank you.

SENATOR HEFNER: Thank you, Nr. President. | wi|| try to talk a
little | ouder. May be we can turn up the volune a little bit.

But I say to you this nmorning, who can determine bpetter = who
should have "a |liquor license than that |ocal governing board?

They' re nenbers of that community. They're there to gserve the
peopl e. Thetown or city board menbers know their town or city
a lot better than a conmission here in Lincoln does and | gon't
have anything against the Liquor Control Commission menbers.
think they' re doing a fantastic job but the |gcal people know
the situations a | ot better than they do. And, like | said
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