February 23, 1989 LB 357

fact, it takes bill 520, which is the bill we heard in tle
Health Commttee, and puts it into 357. It does sone of the
sane things that Senator Nelson tried to do except we do some
things as far as rural senators, orrural nurses, not senators.
Rural senators need hel p, too, but probably not as nuch as \yhat
the rural nurses needhelp. = But this amendment would require
that the nurses have to practice jn the state in order to
receive any paynment. It shows, we have sone figures that show
that in the past year that about 69 percent of g the nurses
t hat graduated left the state, and it wused to beup to
85 percent. So they are going to where the money _is, and |
think we need to do sone things to try to keep themin Nebraska.
We put a $2, 000 nmaxi mum anpbunt that they can receive for needy
students, and | think that rather {han try to put $500 and

trying to help 500 or 1 000 nurses, we are trying to help
100 nurses out there that are the nost needy, and! ‘think if we

will do that, we will get the program turnedaround into the
area that we need to have it turned to. There is actually three
things that this anmendnent will really do. It wll put the

financial support for full-time and part-tine students, it puts
the reinbursement for the students that actually practice jp
Nebraska, and it i ncreases the number of npurses with
qualifications in order to teach nursing. We have that set at
the present tine at five nurses, and | think all of the schools

have told us that if you want to have nurses, you have have
the teachers to teach the nurses. You can't just help the
nurses without actually having the teachers, 3]so. Sothat is

why we decided to put in five teachers in there per year. we
al so put a maxi mum of $400,000, and | think with this amendment,

it will help the nurses, and it is an amendment | think that

Senator Nelson may have a |little problemwth but it is an
amendnment | think that is very fair to the nur si ng industry'
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. piscussion on the Schel | peper

amendment . Senator Smith, followed by Senators Nelson, \ithem
Wesely, and Langford. '

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, M. Chairman. | would |ike to ask a
coupl e of questions of Senator Schellpeper if | may.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER:  Okay.
SENATOR SM TH: St an, can you give ne, we just adopted Arlene's

anendnents to the original pj||, LB 357, your intentin ny
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