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I support the amendment but it just does not go quite far
enough. T h ank y ou .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes , Mr. Speaker, members of the body, if you
recall when this bill was discussed a couple of weeks ago, I had
a kill motion on the bill, a reluctant kill motion. I t w as a
bill that came out of the Education Committee. My concerns were
not with the need to attract more nurses into the nursing
profession. That is a given, and I think you lawyers in h er e
talked about stipulating certain facts, that we were prepared to
do that and d idn't need to discuss that any further. My
concerns were whether this particular bill would, in fact, make
ary impact on that situation. The three concerns were that it
was not n e ed -based , 357 as originally written, n umber on e .
Number two, it was an after-the-fact type of reimbursement as
opposed to an up front cost to help the student with his or her
nursing costs, and, thirdly, I questioned whether it was enough
of an impact, and those are the r easons I opp os e d t h e b i l l .
Senator Nel s o n agr ee d t o t he b r a c k e t i n g , has work e d o n a n
amendment to it which I think improves the situation somewhat.
I d o n ' t kn o w i f i t wi l l b e en o ugh t o , i f t h i s i s t h e onl y t h i n g
w e do w i t h t he b i l l , I d on ' t kn ow i f i t wi l l be en o u g h t o g ai n
my support of the bill, but I do believe she has worked hard on
an amendment that deals with at least the need factor, and a l so
is capping the amount of the appropriation, which was no t a
terrible concern of mine, although I know at t he e nd o f t h e
session it w ill be a concern. S o with those two things, and
because I also tend to believe that in most cases legislators
ought to have the opportunity to get their bills into the type
of shape that they want to have them, I am going to support this
amendment at this time, and re s e rve j ud g ment on h ow I wi l l vote
on the entire bill when we finally get around to voting on that.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k y o u . S enator N e l s o n .

SENATOR NELSON: Yes, I would like to respond to Senator
Schellpeper's question, that when I amended it, AM0514, 2/22, it
is in Section 3, "A person en r o l l e d or acc e p te d for enrollment
in an accredited postsecondary nursing program in the State of
Nebraska may be awarded a financial incentive up to five hundred
dollars upon application to the institution in which the student
is enrolled or accepted.. . . " The S t a t e of N eb r a sk a , the
Department of Education is not going to give that to someone
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