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concern on the bill that it didn't do any good to have a part in
there that had an incentive for rural areas. The urban a r eas ,
they have more schools, and I don't think the n ursing sho r t a g e
is quite ac critical. Of course, they feel like it couldn't get
any worse than it is even in the Omaha and the Lincoln areas.
But I would like for the body to particularly note this because
I w a s c r i t i c i s e d o n t h e b i l l , and I think that someone did make
the remark in the public hearing , b ut Sen a t or Stevens
particularly came down on me that I couldn't keep them down on
the farm when thev were paying so much money in Omaha or
Lincoln. As of day before yesterday, I checked the Omaha and
Lincoln hospitals and the Grand Island hospitals. That was
simply not true. Two major hospitals in Omaha, their RN
starting wage is $9.50, a nd $10.40, r e s pec t i v e l y , a nd two m a j o r
hospitals outstate, the RN starting salary is $9.35 and $9.63.
So there is not the discrepancy between outstate and urban. On
the LPNs, in Omaha, the more expensive hospital, it is $6.96
with a 1 0 p e r c en t s hi f t d i f f e r ent i a l , and outstate, it is $5.98.
So we are not seeing the $4 an hour difference. I d i d a mend my
b i l l . I wi l l spe ak t o t h e am endment l a t e r . I t s i m p l y i s an
incentive to try to entice people into nursing and help them
with part of their cost because it is far more expensive to take
a nursing course than an average journalism course.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. W ith that explanation, Senator
Nelson, would you like to proceed to your amendment a t t h i s
point?

SENATOR NELSON: Yes, I p ar t i a l l y a l l uded i t t o y ou . The
amendment has been passed out on your desk. Some in t h e b ody ,
and I g ue ss t h at I really thought that anyone that went into
n ursing was ded i c a t ed , a car in g an d con c e r ned p er so n , and t o
take up the nursing profession, you probably never would think
that you would get rich. So to me about everyone is needy that
d oes, b ut t he r e was a concern for need, and I did an extreme
amount of wo r k b ec a use y ou r u n into one problem or ano t h e r .
First I t hought I would design it on unmet need. That d o e sn ' t
work. Y ou take a ho spital, for example, Creighton i n a t
ilast i n g s , i t is $8,000 a y ea r f o r a n u r si n g c ou r s e . S ay, f o r
example, they would get $4,500 in otner incentives, s chola r s h i p s
and loans, the unmet need would be $3,500. You take a nur si ng
course at Ce n t r a l Co mmunity C o l l eg e or I wi l l say Un i o n C o l l e g e ,
or I will just say C entral Community College , wh i ch
approximately the tuition is 1,600 but $3,000 cost. Okay, i f
that girl gets loans and grants and so on, brings it down to
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