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you what the bill did. There are three parts of the pjj d
the main concern and the main part and the nmain interest of tﬂ

bill is to attract both male and female into the nursing
profession, get themin there, get them accustoned and to becone
nurses. Al'l of you are very, very famliar with the severe
nursing shortage. | don't think | need to stand here and \aste

a lot of time onthat. The new OBRA mandates, that will_ be
effective in 1990, states that we will have two types of nursing
homes. One will be the ICF one which is. hasto be eight hours
of a registered nurse on duty, and the other 16 hours a |licensed
nurse, and the other is a skilled nursing home care which is
24-hour RN nursing duty. The Nebraska Hospital Association is
telling me, and the Nursing Home Associatio", that particularly
the nursing home in order to reachthat. nandate may have to
apply on the feder.al |l evel to get an extension of that ti me

because there simply are not enough nurses out there at this
time to meet that mandate. Ny bill would ive $500 t

first-time nursing students, not to students thaf are enrolle8
now because they are already enticed into nursing, for each
academic year, or equivalent of 30 semester credit hours in
accordance with the sState Board of Nursing at an approved
Nebraska nursing programin Nebraska for their &rainl INg." That

i s associate diploma, aBSN or an LPN. The second part, ver
very inportant part of the bill is offered prlmarldlri/ by UN Sér
the UN-O0 Nedical Center and Bishop Clarkson Hospital. It is an

of f-canpus study program |t was given two and one-half year s
ago on a trial basis in North Platte and about 90 students
enrolled right now. what this does is it allows that worKking

not her, very often 3 m ddle-aged | ady n arent, to
upgrade her education from an assgm ate degree nuquI p ﬁ or a
diploma, to a BSN. As| said, here are about 90, actually .92
students, Bishop d arkson. UN- L has al nost the sameprogram
that is offered all over the state, and it, in essence, will
allowa girl or a jady to upgradeher education from like
neonatal care or ICUcare or so on. It is an off- canmpus course.

They can take the bulk of it by home instruction video and pep
COerl ete th8| r Cl | ni Cal courses. Th| S | S a Very’ ver | n‘port ant
part of the bill. Everyone tells ne how great” this has hel ped.

The bill woul d grve $50 er hour credit. h Cl k
charges '57, and UN-L, their E):harge for that is $Ebs og (a:lrredsI?n

hour. Keep in nmind this reaches many, many tines that single

wor ki ng mother that would like tgq upgrade her education and
still has to work and support her fam'ly. the third part woul d

be an incentive to serve in the rural areas. | know _that n
the bill was heard the first tinme, there was a cr|t|C|smang
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