February 23, 1989 LB 361

as long as we' re giving the Revenue Department this authority
and power, to take these eight or ten guidelines and use themin
tha manner that they seefit, would it be possible to give a
val ue to each one of these ten guidelines, maybe ten points for
one, five points for another,tw points for another one and
cone up with sone sort of a guide so this body will know in what
direction the Revenue Department is noving and what they jntend

to do? Tome, as it Is now, it's a blank sheet, 5t saying to
the Revenue Depar t ment that as long as you follow these
guidelines,  you're okay. And I'ma little gun-shy sonetines

about the Revenue Departnment and the way they | ook at things and
t he way thlS bOdy woul d | ook at thi ngs, not Casting any stones,
but I'm just saying that sometinmes | disagree with them gg
what woul d be your response to asking themagain to provide g
with some kind of a criteria as to howthey' re going to put
these guidelines into effect because to ne, this is the guts ¢
the bi Il .

SENATOR LANDI S: Thank you, Senator Haberman, fair question.
These guidelines come froman existing informal |ijst of

gui delines sent out to county assessors nowto give county
assessors guidance in their analysis of sales to forward to tPe
ul'd

departnment. We wanted to put theminto statute so that we wo
know t hat t hey were there and recogni ze them but not make them
bi ndi ng. I f you ask ne about criteria and putting a point
assessnent value, | would say while it is possible we woul d have
that authority, it would not be helpful for the system because
it is possible that sonmething that qualifies on this list has

one of these things, could in fact still be a sale at a current
nar ket value figure and, therefore:., should be used. These are
flags to say that a sale is suspect, but not necessarily. | g
me go on to give what | think is a fair response to your
question.  What about oversight? what about how far of a |eash
have we given the Revenue Department here? The Revenue
Departnent has to answer to this body but we also have an
internediary to do this kind of watchdog | ook for us. The
Land Val uation Advisory Board has the authority to exam ne tﬁa\eg

Department of Revenue's operation of this systemand, gecondly
it continues to have under 361 the authority to advise the
Legi sl ature, should the Department of Revenue i rr'i)I_ ement ag  |and
valuations in a manner inconsistent with good policy.

SENATOR HABERNAN: Senator |andis.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.
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