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policy and I d on't really think that this probably is good
policy. I think that if we bracket this bill, have an interim
study this summer and fall, that that would be the way t o go .
We can answer...we can find the answers of some of the questions
that we have. So I would encourage you to support the bracket

P RESIDENT: T h a n k y o u . Senator Schellpeper, please.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: T hank you , Mr . P re s i d e n t , and members . I
also rise to support the bracket. I am really in favor of the
idea. I think that Senator Baack has a very g ood i d e a h e r e . It
is something we need to look at. If you look at M innesota,
everybody has been talking about Minnesota this morning. Their
smallest school in Minnesota is over 400 students. The smallest
school in Nebraska is probably five students, maybe smaller than
that. Minnesota funds their schools by state funding. W e f u n d
ours b y p r o p e r t y t ax . I think these are some things we need to
take into consideration, and if we are really going to come out
with a b i l l t h at we c an a l l b e pr ou d o f , i t i sn ' t go i n g t o hu r t
to set their one more year, s tudy i t and w o r k o n i t , and c ome
out with a product that we are all proud of, a nd I t h i nk w e ca n
d o t h a t . I t h i nk t h a t t h i s i s a very g o od i d e a . I t nee d s t o
just be s tudied for th e s ummer and it will work. I am j u s t
posi t i v e t h a t i t wi l l , bu t I j u st t h i n k we a re goi n g t oo f ast i f
we try to push it through this morning. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Th ank yo u . Senator Ber n a r d - S t e v ens , p l ea se ,
f o l l owed by . . . t he quest i o n has b e e n c al l ed . Do I se e f i v e
hands'? I d o . The qu e s t i o n i s , shal l d e b a t e c e a se '? Al l t h os e
i n f a vo r v o t e a y e , o p p o sed n ay . R ecord, Mr . C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: Deb at e h as c ea s e d . S enator D i e r k s , would you l i k e
to close on your motion, please?

SENATOR DIERKS: Ye s, Mr. President and members o f t h e b od y ,
very briefly, I a m re ally very sorry if I have ruffled some
feathers, and I hope you understand that that is not my i nten t .
I did not intend to do that. I just feel like, as big a move as
this is, as b ig a change as we are talking about, that we are
making the move too quickly, and I, basically, have support for
this, the whole concept, I just have too many questions that
n eed t o b e a n s wered a n d I don ' t t h i nk we are getting them

motion at this time.
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