February 22, 1989 LB 183

SENATOR BERN.ARD-STE}/ENS: Thank you, Mr. President, members of
the body. Philosophically, | thi nk the Lanb anendnent does
coincide with what s trying to be done on LB 183, though I

certainly understand the good intention behind it.
Phi | osophically, if I, as a parent, decide that | want to choose
to opt to another district because of an educational |ack that |
have in my district, in other words, | choose not to go to ny
district and a lot of other parents have done the same, what
happens i s in theintent of 183 is the school district begins

asking itself, why? Why did the Bernard-Stevens's and other
people within our district, why did they | eave? What was w ong?
And in the upcom ngsenesters and with the upconmi ng year, they
reeval uate, they relook at their system they g ook at their
curriculum then they say, you know, wedid have a problem
there. We see there was a problemthere 'and we correct ed those

problems. | can't imagineany. well, | shouldn't say that, |
have difficulty imagining any parent, who has opted to go to
anot her district and aaepting all the problems of

transportation that that would occur, to all of a sudden a year
or two years later find that the probl ems that they had in their
district have now peen corrected, | can't inmagine too many
peopl e who woul d say, | would not want to go pack to my hone
district, my home residence, being close to ny home where ny
child may be able | walk to school, or walk hone fiom school,

or we can walk over to the baby sitters, or we have the day
care, whatever, we nay be tal king agout her e, they would rmuch

rather be at home if the system was rove
Lanb's amendnent woul d act uaIF say Is t\'] once you g?/tesg 8§%rn
i f

to leave, once you have opted to leave your (istri ct, even

the district changes its program so asto prowde a better
education, you can't come back for four years, andif youare |n
a high school, that elininates it. That eliminates it. And

me, that doesn' t phil osophically jibe with what we are trying to
do. We aretrying to say resident districts that students opt
out need to evaluate and inprove, and if so, certainly the
reason they are going to do that is that their residents may
wantto comeback, and this could cause some problems jn that
particular area. The second point | would like to nmake is
concerning administrators' problenms of enrollnment. Most of us
in here have not been involved with curriculumor planning of
the nunber of courses to have and how many students we are goi ng
to have and how many teachers we need based on enroll nents,

those numbers aredifficult, but don't be fooled, people, t%aq
this 183 or these amendnents will make this so difficult that we
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