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gifted area here and we would like to see our d augh t e r o r son
get a b e tter education over hereand we choose t o d o s o . Wh o
are we to say that those are not valid decisions to be m ade b y
parents, and the point is, we are not to say. It was never our
intent to have a legislature of the state say. It h as al w a y s
been our intent that the people of the State of Nebraska, i.e.

,

you and I as parents, can decide what is in the best interest of
our school district.

PRESIDENT: T i me .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: And I h o p e t o say a f ew words mo r e
about the bill as the bill progresses. I hope we d o n o t sup p o r t
the amendment to delete the se ctions of this a mendment 5 0 1 .
T hank you .

PRESIDENT: Th an k y ou . Senator Withem, followed b y S e n a t o r
McFarland, then Senator Lamb. Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: I wou l d c al l t he q ue s t i on .

P RESIDENT: The q ue s t i on h as b ee n called. Do I see five hands?
I do . The qu es t i on i s , s hal l d eb a t e c e as e ? Al l t ho s e i n f av or
v ote a y e , op p o sed n a y . Record , M r . Cl e r k , p l e ase .

CLERK: 2 5 ay e s , 0 n ay s , Mr. President, to cease debate.

PRESIDENT: Deb at e ha s ceased. Senator Baack, did you wish to
c lose , p l e a s e .

" ENATOR BAACK: Yes . Mr. President and members, just a v e r y
brief closing. I think what this does is it does give us an
opportunity to look at the program. This s l owl y p ha se s t h i s
p rogra m i n . I t i s s l owe r t h an i t i s g oi ng t o b e p ha s e d i n i n
Iowa. It is a phase-in program that takes just about the exact
.arne n u mber of years as the phase-in in Minnesota. I t l oo k s a
little bit different because there is some different numbers in
there, but it is the. same kind of idea that we a re s e e i n g i n
Minnesota as they phase it i n. Peop l e hav e thi s i mage o f
thousands of students across this s t ate c h anging school
districts with this bill. That is absolutely absurd. W e a r e
going t o see ve r y , ve r y f ew students change school districts
with t h i s t h i ng . I n Mi n ne s ot a , t hey h av e 710 , 0 00 s tuden t s .
This y ea r t h ey h av e 453 that a r e involved i n t he c ho i c e
enro l l m en t op t i on . That is not very many, and if we equate that

1424


