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for the schoolboard, would do the things that are necessary to
make that a good district, rather than turning tail and running,

but I can't stop that. What this bill does inits present form
is make the situation worse. There is another category of
people who will be doing the sanme thing because they don't want

to stay there and try to make that district better. They want
to go andthey don't have a good reason to go. They don"t have
to have a good reason. It can be a frivolous reason.

have to have areasonbut it doesn't have to be a good regson

and so arbitrarilv we are saying in this part of the amendment

that 5 percent can go, 6 percent cannot go. Now Senator Baack
says | aman advocate of local control and that is correct, ¢

I am not being inconsistent here 35 | see it. | am not tal ki ng

about doing away with | ocal control. | am talking about keeping
I ocal control. | amtalking about letting the |ocal district
decide if there is a good reason to go. Somehow there has to be
a good reason before these students can transfer out. This

amendment does not. allowit. It just says that an arbltrary
nunber of students can |eave without a goodreason gngqthat is
.not good for the educational systemin this gtate. Sure, they
say, well, we are going to hold you hostage. we are gomg to
hol d t hat d| strict hostage. That is a hollow argunent,

opi ni on. Hol di ng that district hostage in that if | don t I%
the English teacher, | amgoing to |leave and ggo you fire the
English teacher or e|se | will |eave. Now i f that is a good

reason for |eavi ng and that ¢ould very well be the reason,
because there is no riteria set up in the bill as to what
constitutes a reason for leaving. sg this part of it sets up a
process where 5 percent can |eave, 10 percent can | eave. Then
after that, any nunber can leave. So | just don't think this is
the way to go. | think this bill, as | stated before, does have
some nerit, but we are not able to draft the sort of bill that
is needed on the floor of the Legislature, jng ¢ what we
are trying to do here today is draft a corrprehenswe bi FI on the

floor of the Legislature. Senator Baack had all
amendnments that came in, but they are not even in the Journa?l

They are not in the Journal. P~ >pie don't really know vvhat t hey
are. They have not had time to correlate them i reen
copy. So | am saying this is the one that we should not gdopt
This part of this amendment should not be adopted here today.
t is not agood amendment. | ask you to vote red, and | am
going to vote red for the first tine today on this bill, thi s
part of this amendnent, because it is not good for educatlon in
the state.

1421



