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f or t he s c h oo l b o a rd , would do the things that are necessary to
make that a good district, rather than turning tail and running,
but I can't stop that. What this bill does in its present form
is make the situation worse. T here i s ano t h er cat eg o r y of
people who will be doing the same thing because they don't want
to stay there and try to make that district better. T hey w a n t
t o g o a n d t h e y d o n ' t h a v e a good r e a son t o g o . The y don ' t h av e
to have a good reason. It can be a frivolous reason. T hey d o
have to have a reason but it doesn't have to be a good reason,
and so arbitrarilv we are saying in this part of the amendment
that 5 percent can go, 6 percent cannot go. N ow Senato r B a a c k
says I am an advocate of local control and that is correct, but
I am not being inconsistent here as I see it. I am not talking
about doing away with local control. I am t a l k i n g a b ou t k e e p i n g
local control. I am talking about letting the local district
decide if there is a good reason to go. Somehow there ha s t o b e
a g oo d r ea s o n b ef o r e these students can transfer out. This
amendment does not. allow it. It just says that an a rb i t r ar y
number of students can leave without a good reason and tha t i s
.not good for the educational system in this state . Su r e , t h ey
say, well, we are going to hold you hostage. We are g o i n g t o
hold that district hostage. That is a hollow argument, i n m y
opinion. Holding that district hostage in that if I don't like
the English teacher, I am going to leave and so y o u f i r e t h e
Englis h t each e r o r else I will leave. Now if that is a good
reason for leaving and that could ve r y we l l b e the r e aso n ,
because t h e r e i s no riteria set up in the bill as to what
constitutes a reason for leaving. So this part of it sets up a
process where 5 percent can leave, 10 percent can leave. Then
after that, any number can leave. So I just don't think this is
t he way t o g o . I t h i nk t h i s b i l l , as I stated before, does have
some merit, but we are not able to draft the sort of b i l l t h at
is needed on the floor of the Legislature,and that is what we
are trying to do here today is draft a comprehensive bill on the
floor of the Leg islature. Senato r Baa c k h ad a l l these
amendments that came in, but they are not even in the Journal.
They are not in the Journal. P~.>pie don't really know what they
are. They have not had time to correlate them with t he g r ee n

. copy. So I am saying this is the one that we should not adopt.
This part of this amendment should not be adopted her e t od ay .
t is not a good amendment. I ask you to vote red, and I am
going to vote red for the first time today on this bill, o n th i s
part of this amendment, because it is not good for education in
t he s t a t e .
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