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the smaller schools, who have told ne all these years about what
great places they are and what great quality education they
have, to live with the system if they happen to have some
parents that don't quite agree with that assessnent. This
all ows them an opportunity to [ook at, thejr programs, i mprove
their progranms. | would be shocked if a school district were to
say, okay, we | ost 5 percent of our students, we' re going to
hang onto those other 95 percent, we're going to make thi ngs
worse for them, and then the next year we |ost another 5, ¢4
| et's make things worse for them They' re going to be trying to
i mprove their schools districts, and that is what this s all

about. Every student in the State of Nebraska, this is
i ncluded, will be a student of choice.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR W THEN: They wi | | have chosen to go to the school

district. Nost of them, and | think it will be far more than
95 percent, will choose to go to their home school district,
they will not choose to opt out. Byt thevy will choose to go to
their home school district because they Ii%e the quality that is

there and they will have sone |everage to deal with their gchool

adm ni strators and their school boards to gsee to it that those
school s continue to neet their needs. The concept of elitismis
a very hollow charge when we have, we have choice today, and the
choice truly only exists for those people. and | shouldn't say
elitism 1 know a |ot of people that are paying tuition (o go
to pr'vate schools, boy Senator Hall just hit the floor to hear

this, too. A 1ot of peopleare paying tuition to go to private
school s aren’'t necessarily your rich, wealthy individuals, but
they are making sacrifices and they are able to make those

sacrif ices. This would al low choice for gi,dents that are not

necessarily nmeeting all of those needs. | think this is a good

amendment, good clarification amendment. The charges of too
many amendnents and elitismare probably t{he two more holl ow
argunments |' veheard to date on this bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Before proceeding to the next

speaker, the Chair is pleased to announce that Senator pannibal
has some guests in the south balcony. wehave 50 students and
their teachers from Omaha Burke Hi gh School . Wuld you people
pl ease stand and be recognized by your Legislature.” Tphank you.
V& appreciate your taking the time to be with us this morning.
Further di scussion, Senators Hef ner , Hannibal and
Ber nar d- St evens. Senator Hefner, please.
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