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conciliatory bill sponsor that I' ve ever seen on this bill. He
has an idea and I think it's a marvelous idea. A nd he's s een i t
passed in the State of Minnesota and hesees it working in the
State of Minnesota. This article that Senator Haberman p a ssed
out, from Jack Kennedy's column last night, I was v i s i t i n g w i t h
the lobbyist for NSHA and asked who is this person up there, and
h e said , d o n ' t h a v e any i d e a . The association up there opposed
the bill, initially. They' ve lived with it for a year or two,
they are s t r ong ad v ocates f or it. That 's t he a ssociat i o n
position in Minnesota, wherever Jack Kennedy dug this person up
I don' t k n ow. Put Senator Baack h as been one of the most
conciliatory members of t he b o d y o n t h i s . People b r i n g h i m
i deas and t hey s a y , we need to improve this bill, Dennis . I
k ind of l i ke i t , but l e t ' s do something. What does Dennis say?
He doesn't says, it's etched in stone, don't talk to m e, h e
says, sure, that's a good idea, that will improve the bill. So
h e's o f f e r i n g a n amendment. Somebody else comes to him, special
ed people come to him and say, w e' ve g o t s ome c o ncerns . He
says, sure, we' ll work them out,we' ll offer some amendments.
So now he's being criticized on the floor here because we' ve got
too many amendments. Well, what we' re doing i s we ' re improving
a bi l l . We ' r e t ak i n g a g ood i d e a and we' re improving upon it.
And I think most of these amendments are excellent amendments.
And the fact that they are coming in is more of a credit to the
sponsor o f t he b i l l t han d ef i ci e n c i e s i n t he b i l l i t se l f . These
are ideas brought to him. This is the process working, t hi s i s
t he way th e p r o cess i s s upposed to work . Se c o ndl y , t he que s t i o n
of elitism, Senator Lamb mentioned that twice, the first time I
l et i t s l i de b y, t he s e cond t i me I t hi n k we ' ve got t o add r e s s
that, because this bill is not elitism. Choice exists today in
Nebraska. Any parent in the State of Nebraska that doesn't like
the school district that their student goes to can choose to not
send their student to that school district. There ar e t hr ee
very simple methods of doing that. One is t h e y p a y t h e t u i t i on
to go to a private school. Number two, they hire a mov ing v an
and they move their property to another school district; or,
number three, and we' ve got some people Senator NcFa r l a n d i s
working wi t h d own here , south of Lincoln, they continue to live
where they are and they personally pay tuition to att end a
public school. We' ve got choice,and who is that choice for?
That choice is, if you want to use the term elitist, elitist.
Those people that can afford to pay the price, to either move or
pay the tuition can opt out. This is choice for everybody when
i t u l t i m a t e l y i s p ut i n t o p l ac e . The amendment. that Senator
Lamb is s o ex ercised about is anamendment to hopefully allow
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