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support for the bill, I ' d like to explain to you what the
Education Committee amendments d o. The bill itself is a
parental choice bill, it allows parents t o c h o ose t he scho o l
district to which they send their students. T he Educat i o n
Committee considered a number of amendments a n d h ave adopted
some of those that we' re recommending to you. There w i l l be
other amendments that c ome a l o n g , Sen a t o r B aack h as som e
additional ones, I k now some other members do. Basically the
committee amendments d o t h e f o l l o wi n g - - f i r st of all, point
number one, students that opt to attend another district will be
ineligible for athletic competition for 90 days after their
attendance, this is a recommendation that was given t o u s t o
forestall athletic type of recruiting. The purpose of the bill
is not to allow athletic types of recruitment, this committee
amendment hopefully forestalls that. An Option Support Fund is
established. This is a fairly important provision with i n t he
committee amendments. Frankly, it's one that I think needs
addi t i o n a l wo r k a nd needs additional discussion and I ' d be
delighted to hear additional comments on how this should work.
I n Minnesota „ where t h i s p r o vi s i o n has b e e n i n p l 'ac e f or a
couple o f ye ar s , ve r y simply what they do is they allow the
state aid to follow the student from one district t o ano t he r .
In Ninnesota 70 percent of the cost of supporting education
comes from the state level. In Nebraska 26 percent of the cost
of supporting students comes from the state level. T herefo r e
merely letting the state aid follow the students is not a viable
option. T he Option Support Fund w o u l d o pe ra t e a s f o l l ow s ,
simply when a student goes from...see Senator Hartnett there
peering over the proposal and I'm sure a lot of them will want
t o d o t h i s , go e s f r o m Be l l e v u e i n t o P a p il l i on , w hat wi l l h ap p e n
is the Bellevue school district wil l send i t s pe r p up i l
expenditures to the state fund. The state fund will then send
Papi l l i on ' s per pu pi l expenditure to the P apil l i o n sch oo l
district, and that's how the proposal will be funded. A t t h e
end of the year, if there a re i n c r e a se d g r ea te r e xpendi t u r e s
required from the fund than are...than are in the fund, that
wil l be a d ef i c i t ap pr o p r i a t i on . And it's conceivable there
will be additional dollars in that fund. They wi l l st ay i n t h at
fund to fund the program in future years. T he way. . . . We sa t a n d
talked about this and we feel very...quite strongly, w ell y o u
can't predict exactly what students will take advantage of this,
that it will be close to a break even point for the s tat e f u nd .
Number t hr ee , the payments by the resident district are to be
made t wi c e a yea r , the 15th and Na y ...December 15th and
Nay 15th. I think t he b i l l o r i g i n a l l y sa i d t he y ' d b e o n c e a

1384


