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amendment. You should know that the purpose of the legislation
to begin with is very, I consider very honorable. I t d oes o n l y
one thing. I t stops the tobacco industry from giving f ree
samples of smokeless tobacco to the citizens of Nebraska and
that, in effect, helps to reduce the amount of oral cancer that
we s e e. I t h el p s t o reduce the amount of addiction to an
addictive product that we see and we' re all very familiar with
t he p r ob l e ms o f a d d ic t i on i n t h i s state whether it be nicotine,
alcohol or controlled substances. I f t h i s . . . t h i s i s j u st one
little way for us to say, hey look, folks, we' re going to try to
help the citizens of this state and this bill, LB 48, the way it
is drafted, would do that and I ha ve no problem with this
amendment to Bernard-Stevens amendment because I think t ha t we
st i l l st r en gt h e n t h e b i l l and pr ov i d e , l i k e 1 sai d , a spirit of
compromise. T han k yo u .

PRESIDENT: Se n a t o r B er n a r d - S t e v e n s , t hen Senato r N e l s o n .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Mr . P res i d e n t . Members o f
the body, I think I'm starting to get upset. I haven't gotten
there yet, but I think I'm getting there. Now when I wen t t o
Political Science classes and I took Political Science 101, one
of the key things they like for you to do in those c lasses , t he y
like you to memorize terms. One of the terms that I n eeded t o
memorize at some point was the term" compromise" , a nd I l ove d
that term compromise. I' ve been trying to co mpromise with
Senato r Di e r k s since the day this bill was incepted and I got
nothing. I got a response from the Dental A ssociation, f rom
Senator D i e r k s , n o , sir, no amendments, take it or leave it, and
a f un n y t h i ng hap p e ned on the way to Select Filea nd Fi n a l
Reading. They didn't have the votes. A funny t h i n g hap p e n e d
w hen t h ey cam e up last time to pass it, straight shot from
Select File to Final Reading, we laid it over. Why? They w er e
afraid they didn't have the votes. So now we get to the word
compromise. I always thought compromise was a mi dd l e g r o und
found between two opposing sides. I was never in negotiations
with this amendment to the amendment. I k n o w Sen a t o r Mo o r e
wasn't in negotiations with the amendment to the amendment. The
only thing I see a compromise here is between Senator Dierks and
Paul O' Har a and the Dental Association. They' ve compromised
among themselves. I find it fascinating because, it's a co r n y
p hrase , bu t d ogg o n e it, we w ere i n the room with Senator
Barrett, and Senator Dierks, in that room, stated that he would
allow my amendment to get astraight shot, complete, a s i s , i f
we would p u l l a l l o f our a me ndments a way and g i v e h i m a s tr a i g h t
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