February 21, 1989 LB 48

PRESIDENT: Go ahead, please.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: My amendment woul d basical ly neke
sone, | think, substantial changes in the bill to make it

better. My amendnent says, let's don't fool ourselves. ult

if we' re going to allowthemto buy the product, they shouqcs%e
al lowved to receive a free sanple of their own choosing ¢ {hey
so desire. That will have no effect on young people becausé
they will get the product regardless because it | on the
mar ket. What | say is, let's nake the penalty stlffer for t hose
people giving sasples or giving the product illegally to mnors.
Let's make the penalty stiff enough that they will really |ook
and think twice and my amendnent does that. My amendnent says
for each sample given there will be a Class IIl fine
m sdenmeanor, for each sanple, not just for each activity. It

also says the fOlIOVVlng Let's go one Step further. Let's go
to the public schools, and the Dental Association has bj

handout t hey, on greenpaper, they sent out saying, go gy thg
school s and | ook at the terrible sppking problem | agree.

LB 48 does not hi ng for that, for the snoki ng pr0b| em because it
is dealing with snokel ess tobacco. \My anendment woul d because
peopl e die every day of cancer from gsppking. My amendment woul d
say it will be illegal for a m nor to buy and possess, andif a
student or person within a school or someway downtownhas a can
of Copenhagen or Skoal in their back pocket ", cigarettes in
their pocket or hidden somewhe> that | can find. | can see
that where they are, | now can say, sonor gal, that s illegal .
You cannot have that on your person gnd it can be confiscated or
I can go ahead and charge themwith a Cl ass V m sdemeanor by

turning it in to the authorltlesn‘ | so desire. If you want to
do sonmething for our kids, let's go 3 |ittle step further gang
the Bernard-Stevens amendment, that's the only first time I' ve
sai d the name Bernard-Stevens anendment, sol' Il tr y not o do

that as nuch, for those who are counting it.
PRESIDENT: One minute. One ninute according to your time.

SENATOR BERNARD'STEVENS The amendnment of fered at this
particular time will go the extra step to help truly stop m nors
fromsnoking of all products because it is bad. | might also

point out that thereis one.  that | checked with the teacher
associ ation because there is a runor out there gy

: h/ would
be impossible for a. . too big a burden for teachers to handl e,
and |' ve been assured that they have no probl emon enforcing of

LB 48 as | would |ike to anend. Thank you, Mr. President.
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