
February 21 , 1 98 9 LB 365

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Nr. President, members, as most of you in
this room know, the Agriculture Committee did hear this bill.
It has generated a great d eal of con t r ov e r s y within Douglas
County and the City of Omaha, a nd as Senato r L a bedz has p o i n t e d
out, I think there have been a lot of factors t hat ha v e sho w n
themselves in this issue that carried over to LB 365,most
importantly the decision of the county to purchase Ak-Sar-Ben,
if that, in fact, will take place. Secondly, the taxing
authority that would be given to the county if they t oo k ov e r
the af fairs of the county f a i r b o ar d and, t h i r d , and
unfortunately maybe the most controversial part which was thrown
into this issue was the discussion of where t o locate a city
auditorium or to deal with that particular issue of a convention
center. I thin k that most people would agree that there is a
great deal of controversy in that aspect within the C ity of
Omaha, but the c ommittee was evenly split over what to do. I
think many of us had misgivings about the direction w e w e r e
headed . I sug ge st ed to a reporter not long ago that what we
need to do on this issue is continue to b e a pa r t ne r i n the
discussion of this issue. I think that it is important that the
Legislature be a participant in the discussion of whether or not
Douglas County should assume the county fair board's authority
and taxing authority, and it is my in tention t o i n t r od u c e a
resolution at the conclusion of this session for the committee
to look into this issue as a study resolution if, in f act , t he
members from Douglas County would approve of that. So wi t h
that, I just wanted to explain the fact that the committee was
split over what direction to go on this issue and I think there
were some merits in the bill. There were s ome d r a w backs that
were drawn into this issue that were rather unfortunate, but at
t hi s t i m e , I ' 1 1 . . . I t h i nk wi t h ot h er members w o u ld adh er e to
Senator Labedz's motion to withdraw.

P RESIDENT: T h a n k y o u . S enator He f n er , p l ea s e .

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President, members of the body, I'm a
member of the Ag Committee a nd I j ust w ant t o explai n my
p osi t i o n on t hi s b i l l . I i d sup p o r t t h e b i l l . I vo t e d t o
advance it to General File, however, that vote fai~ ed several
different times. The reason that I supported it was because I
felt that at lea t it should be debated on the floor. However,
I d i d n ' t su p p or t i t u nt i l we w e r e able to get several amendments
on a n d one o f t h e amendments says that the people of Douglas
County would have to vote before we would allow them to do this.
It was heavily lobbied by both sides and some of the Douglas
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