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SENATOR WESELY: Right, so..

SENATOR SMITH: In ad dition to their home,and in addition to
their income that they are also going to have. And I t hi nk
everyone needs to be aware of that, they do have an i n come and
it's a pretty good income for one person, if they have their
home and i f they h ave t hose ot h e r a s s e t s . For an e l d e r l y
person, who has usually everything.

. .

SENATOR LABEDZ: One minute, Senator Smith.

SENATOR SNITH: ...pretty well paid for, they have their
Medicaid, they have their Medicare, so in many ways their health
needs a r e bei n g c overed a l so , and I want to make it very clear
because I'm always supportive of elderly concerns. B ut I don ' t
support helping someone on welfare, if that's what you want to
call it, because it is for the s pouse, and we a l l k n ow who p a y s
f or t ho s e c ost s , it's the other taxpayers, to the point where
they' re better off. than the ones that are supporting them. So
that is m y argument on that issue. I wi l l su p p or t t h i s , but I
w il l br i n g a n a mendment on S e l e c t . And I d o n ' t know how much
support I' ll get, but I do think that that is an issue that we
s hould l ook a t . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Warner , on

SENATOR WARNER: I just wanted to make one other comment so that
t he b o d y do es not assume that the only cost of the federal
legislation is contained in this bill. This ref lects where
state law was in conflict, a nd governed what t h e state had t o do
t o be i n c omp l i a n c e and, as I indicated, it does go beyond
somewhat in a couple of areas. But you should al so understand
that we' re not talking about 1.5 million total impact of the
federal legislation, it's more in t he nat u r e of l ike 1 1 or
12 million would be the General Fund impact in total. But most
of those other costs do not require statut or y c h ange t o be i n
compliance. It simply is a budget matter that you will have to
appropriate that amount o f f un d s and som e of t hat i s i n
institutions, some of it is in Health Department, some of it is
in Social Services. But, in any event, the. . .what you ne e d t o
k eep in mind i s t h e r e i s a major impact coming down that we have
to comply with but, at some point, because the issues are being
treated in several different ways, we wil l h a v e t o put i t a l l
togather so you understand very clearly where your options are
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