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they could r etain down to t h e minimum, which i s t we l v e- f i v e
r athe r t han t h e 25,000. So , with that, we are in compliance
with federal and yet we' re not letting those people become
relatively well to do, while .omeone else is taking care o f t h e
spouse, a n d t ho s e ot h er someone else's that are taking c are o f
the spouse a re not as well off as those that we' re suppor t i n g .
So, Don , I j u s t want t o t e l l y c u ahead that that's what I t h i nk
I ' l l p r obab l y b e d o i ng on Se l ec t . The other thang is I want to
a sk yo u a q ue s t i on . Someone a s k ed , I thank it was Senator
Pzrsch , r eg ar d i n c will the funds be there on the assets part of
t he LB . An d I ' m as k i ng y ou i f I did amend tha t bil l , i f I
d xdn ' t amend the bi l l down to the twelve-five, would f ed e r a l
support be there in the amount , o r ar e we go in g t o b e a s k ed to
pick up the difference in the state then? W e would be asked t o
d o t h a t on ou r own , wouldn't we, so that the e xtr a mon ey we ' r e
talking about here, the diffe=ence xn what they' re mandating and

i t ' s .
. .

what we h a v e s a i d we w o u l d d o .
. .

SENATOR WESELY: Oh , n o, n o .

S ENATOR S M I T H :
wouldn ' t we ?

SENATOR WESELY: No .

SENATOR SMITH: The f ed s wi l l p i c k t h a t u p .

SENATOR WESELY: Ye ah , well, but xt's part of the .. .unde r t he
Medicaid program we h a v e s ome f l ex i b i l i t y und e r t h a t . So,

SENATOR SMITH: In other words, because o u r l aw i s more t h an
what t h e y ' re say i n g as a min i mum, d o u b l , actually, what they' re
saying as a minimum, that they will pay that difference?

SENATOR WESELY: No, it's just. .xt's part of the spend-d own i s

SENATOR SMITH: They' l l r eimbur s e . . . t he feds will reimburse
that...in other words, I guess maybe it's not the feds, it' s
that they' ll spend down faster and they' ll be on welfare f as t e r
because o f t h e h ighe r l eve l t h at we a l l o w . I n \ I t ~ r wo r d s ,
t hei r a sse t s s t i l l c ou l d be at t h e i r sh a r e , 25 , 000 , and t h e n t h e
other sp ou s e g o e s o n we l f a r e .

.we woul.d be picking that difference up,

a l l .
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