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tremendously different.

S ENATOR LABEDZ: T h ank y o u , S e n a t o r W a r n e r . Before we go t o t h e
next spe a k er , I ' m delighted to announce there are 16 students
with their teachers from the Lexington Public Schools. They are
guests of Senator Barrett. Would y ou p l e ase r ise and b e
r ecognised b y t h e L egis l a t u r e . Senator Smith, on the
advancement o f L B 3 62A.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Madam President. I hope that the
members of the body are l istening to this discussion,and I
don't think very many are. Senator Wesely, I think that what
I'm going to do is offer an amendment on Select File. You know
how I feel about this issue, you know that I was very supportive
of it to a point. I guess the point where I, I guess , d r aw t h e
line i s w h e n we ' r e asking , a n d i f p eop l e wi l l l ook a t t he i r p i nk
slip here, which is the fiscal note, down in the second par t o f
t he b i l l wh i ch d e a l s w i t h a l l owi n g t he s pouse o f a n u rs i n g home
client, who is c overed by Medicaid, to re tain half of the
couple's assets and you go through that part of it d own t h er e ,
which is th e se cond part of the bill. Look down be low where
you' re talking here about, for instance, the amount of mo ney
that we' re going to allow that spouse, that community spouse, if
you want t o ca ll t hem that,the one that is remaining in the
home, to retain as a monthly inc ome from their
so-called...income from their Social Security, for instance, the
money t h ey can hav e , which wou l d b e u p t o . . .by 1992 w i l l b e
almost $1,000 a month for one person living in the home. And
also w e ' re i n c r eas i n g the amount that they' re allowed as the
value of the home for their s hare t o $60,000 . And t h en , in
addition to that, we ar e g oi ng be yon d t he f e d e r a l m in i m u m
requirement of other assets that they could have to the a m ount
of $25,000. And that is not bad in itself, but for many people
in the State of Nebraska who are b e i n g a sk ed to support that
o ther sp ou s e in a nursing home that is a good income. That is
more t han many young f a m i l i es wi t h ch i l d r e n , i f they' re t r y i n g
t o r ai se and p r epa r e for the Iuture, have at their disposal.
And so I gu e s s I ' m s a y i n g a t t h i s p oi n t i n t i me I wa nt t o d o
what we can to help people, but not to the point where they' re
better off by their help than those people that a re su p p o r t i ng
them. And so I would ask that we look at what we did last year,
and this is why this is this way, because of what we did on the
one side. I would like us to then l ook at wh at we d id and
reamend this bill some way so that. . .no t t h i s b i l l b ut t h e b i l l
itself, which then would lower the amount of other assets that
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