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there a minimum a nd a ma x i mum a l l o w e d ?

Wesely , I d o very much support the first part of this bill.
I t ' s something that we' ve been talking about for some time that
I' ve been very supportive of. But t he sec ond p ar t o f t he
measure , wh i ch i n c r ea se s the amount of joint assets that a
spouse could have when that partner goes into a n u r s i ng h ome ,
for instance. It is my understanding that you are telling me
that that, too, is a new federal mandate, that this is. . .we j u s t
passed a piece of legislation last year, wasn' t i t , that dealt
with the increase. And now we' re looking at another jump to
60,000 as their half? In other words, that means i f you h ad
$120,000 house, you co uld split that and keep 60,000 worth of
assets. And it's an increase a ls o f r om 40 0 and s om e th i n g a
month to 7 something a month that they could keep for income.

. .

SENATOR WESELY: Ye s , and.

S ENATOR S M I T H : . . . t h e sp o u s e , t h e o t he r spouse that is in the

SENATOR WESEI.Y: On the a ssets w e d o g o f r om a maximum, u n d er
our bill last year, o f 2 5 , 0 0 0 t o 6 0 , 0 0 0 , and al so o n th e i n co m e
side we had a maximum of 475, and tha t actually g oes up t o

S ENATOR S M I T H : Okay now, 3 o n , c an you expla i n t o m e, and I ' m
not j u s t say i ng t h i s , I mean, I r e a l l y d on ' t u nderstaid th i s
exact l y . When y ou say on on e h and t h at t he mi r i mu m i s
twelve-five and the maximum is 60,000, expl a i n when we c han ge
t h i s now t o 60 , 00 0 , as the maximum, what that means. Why i s

SENATOR WESELY: Boy. Ye s , and t he r e is also mi n imum and
maximums on the income side. If you get me into that, we' l l
really get confused. But or . t he . . . wh at we' re t r y i n g t o d o
is...let me give you some examples. Okay, l e t m e g i v e y ou . . . i f
you had 3 0 , 0 0 0 i n a sse t s , n ow by a s s e t s w e' r e n ot talking abo u t

SENATOR SMITH: . ..the home, we' re talking about.

SENATOR WESELY: ...motor vehicle or the burial trust, okay,
this is basic assets. Okay you ' ve g o t $30 , 00 0 . U nder the bil l
we p a s s e d l a s t ye ar , we split that and you c ould k e e p 15 , 0 0 0 ,
see. Und e r t h i s you c ould k e e p , b ec a u s e of the minimum fi gure,
you could keep 25,000 of it.

t he h ome . . .
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