
February 16, 1 9 8 9 LB 362

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u , Mr . Cl e r k . Proceeding immediately
then to General File, LB 362.

CLERK: Mr. President, LB 362 was a bill introduced by Senators
Wesely, Withem and Ashford. (Ti t l e r ead . ) The b i l l was
int roduced on Janu a ry 1 1 , referred to He alth Committee for
public hearing. The bill was advanced to General File. I have
no amendments to the bill, Mr. President.

SENATOR LABEDZ PFESIDING

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Wesely.

S ENATOR WESELY: T h ank y o u .

S ENATOR LABEDZ: LB 36 2 .

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Madam President. Members of the
Legis l a t u r e , LB 362 w as leg i s l a t i o n f o l l ow i n g u p o n t w o p i e c e s
of legislation passed by the Nebraska Legislature last year and
two pieces of legislation passed and signed into law by the
Congress of the United States. Let me d eal f irst with t h e
welfare reform aspect of this legislationand give yo u a q u i ck
summation of it and then go to the spousal impoverishment issue.
On tne welfare reform side of things, this Legislature last year
passed LB 518. That bill provided for a continuation o f ch i l d
care and Medicaid health coverage for individuals moving off of
welfare and into the work force. We provided that transition
assistance, if you recall, last year to that degree, three
months for child care, one year for the health b enef i t s . Th e
Congress foi l ow e d the action of this Legislature and mandated
that this transition type benefits would be made avai l a b l e b ut
the difference between what they provide and what we provided
last year is that instead of three months, as we call for, they
r equi r e 1 2 m o n t h s . So this b ill would take the three-month
extension of child care benefits that we passed last ye a r an d
extend it t o 1 2 months. I n add i t i on l ast y ea r , t he medi c a l
benefits that we nrovided for for 12 months had a contribution
formula included and t hat wou l d be e l i mi n at e d u nder t h e
provisions of the federal law, so no lo n ger w ou ld y ou h a v e that
contribution mandate, but under the federal law you'd just have
that coverage provided, period. The bill that was p assed was
the Family Support Act, the federal act, or another term, most
wild l y u s ed t e r m would b e t h e We l f a r e R e f o r m b i l l . S o we c o me
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