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SPEAKER BARRETT: Deba t e c e a ses . Senator Schimek, would you
care to close on your motion to return to Select File?

SENATOR SCHINEK: Nr. Chairman and members of the body, I don' t
intend to keep you more than another minute, but, as a fo r m er
history teacher and civics teacher, I have to say that I t hink
there were good reasons for mandating a two-year term for House
members and staggered term for the Senate a n d I ackno w l edge,
Senator Chambers, that that Constitution wasn't perfect and, in
fact, in order to get it adopted we had to adopt 10 amendments
t o i t i n t he f or m o f t he B i l ' of Rights originally and since
that time, of course, we hav e ado p t e d ot he r amendments to
improve the document. But that document still stands on the
election process as far as the length of terms are concerned and
the reason for that, I believe, was that the fr amers of t he
document thought that it would be beneficial for people to have
as much influence over the House as possible because t he H o u se
was the body that dealt with the purse strings and they wanted
to have the opportunity to tell their goverrment every couple of
years how they felt about issues. I think t hat y ou coul d
probably use that same rat ionale fo r app l i c ab i l i t y t o c i t y
council races. I think that four-year terms are too long. The
people n e e d a mor e systematic form of input into their city
government. So, with that, I would just recommend that you vote
in favor of m y am endment which w o ul d do awa y w' th t he
unstaggered election position. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k y o u . The question before the body is
the adoption of the Schimek motion to return to S elect File.
Those i n f av or v ot e a ye, op p o sed nay . Have y o u a l l v ot ed ?
R ecord, p l e a s e .

C LERK: 8 a y e s , 2 2 n a ys , Nr . P r e s i dent , on the motion to return
the bi l l for a s pe c i f i c am endment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The motion fails. Anything else on the bill,

CLERK: I have no further motions on LB 165, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: In the opinion of the Chair then, we ar e t o
proceed to the Final Reading vo t e o n t h e p a s sage o f LB 1 6 5 .
Nembers will please return to their seats. (Gavel. ) Those
members, if any, outside the Legislative Chambers, please return

N r. C l e r k ?
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