February 16, 1989 LB 165

SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate ceases. Senat or Schi mek, woul d you
care to close on your notion to return to Select File?

SENATOR SCHI NEK: Nr. Chairman and nmenbers of the body, | gon't
intend to keep younore than another mnute, but, 3sa former
history teacher and civics teacher, | have to say that | t hink
there were good reasons for mandating a two-year term for House
menbers and staggered termfor the Senate and | acknowledge,

Senator Chambers, that that Constitution wasn't perfect and, In
fact, in order to get it adopted we had to adopt 10 amendments

to it in the formof the Bil' of Rights originally and since
that time, of course, we have adopted other gnendnents to
i nprove the document. But that docunment still stands on the
el ection process as far as the length of terms are concerned and
the reason for that, | believe, was that the framers of the

document thought that it would be beneficial for people to have
as much influence over the House as possible because ihe House
was the body that dealt with thepurse strings and they wanted
to have the opportunity to tell their goverrnent every couple of
years how they felt about jssues. | think that you could

probably use that same rationale for applicability to city
council races. | think that four-year ternsare too |ong. The

people need a more systematic formof input into their city
governnment. So, with that, | would just recommend that you vote

in favor of my amendment which would do away w'th the
unstaggered el ection position. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thankyou. The question before the body is
the adoption of the Schinmek motion to  return to Select File.
Those in favor vote aye, opposednay. Have youall voted?
Record, please.

CLERK: 8 ayes, 22 nays, Nr. President, on the motion to return
the bill for aspecific amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The nmotion fails. Anyt hi ng el se on the bill ,
Nr. Clerk?

CLERK: | have no further notions on LB 165, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: In the opinion of the Chair then, we are to
proceed to the Fi nal Readin% _vote on the passageofLB 165.
ei

Nenbers will please return to t I seats. Gave Those
menbers, if any, outside the Legislative Chanber(s, pll'gase return
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