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t he c i t y 4100,000 by doing that. I think that's reasonable to
look as an interim measure at the very least and then maybe we
could go on and do these other things, but that's not the issue
before us. Finally,what Senator Schimek, as I u n d ers ta nd, h a s
done with her amendment is to r eplace t he st agg e r , as I . . . I
j ust . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: ...talked to Senator Schimek and I'm not
sure, but effectively that would be gutting the bill. And t h e
other things that are left in there dealing with county boundary
lines and such are basically just codifying what we are already
supposed to do in law anyway in saying this time we really mean
y ou w i l l do t h at k i nd o f t h i ng a n d n o p o l i t i c al t h i n g s w i l l b e
u sed. Th e . . . S e n a to r L y n c h h a s a sked me t o r es p o nd t ha t . . . w h o s e
idea was this. It came to us from the City of Omaha. I t c a me
to us through the City of Omaha's lobbyist with the concur rence
of the city council and the mayor. For al l th os e re a s ons, I
think that the bill does no harm and possibly could do a lo t o f
g ood a n d save som e m o n e y . I think it's a relatively minor
measure that needs to be taken. I will support the passage.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Sen a t o r S c h xmek.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Mr. Speaker and members of the body, I wo u ld
like to say that I don't have any wish to get involved in Omaha
procedures and politics. However, as some body who h as b een
involved in the p o litical process for a long time,I was ve r y
concerned that this bil l was r ush i ng through consideration
without raising at least some flags. Senator Chambers , I am
very supportive of district elections and any bill that you want
to bring before the legislature concerning district e lec t i o n s
you' l l p r ob a b l y ge t my support on. The thing about this bill
that bothers me is that I cannot think of another elective body
t ha t i s ch osen at one time for a period of four years. Now
S enator Hann i ba l s a y s , and Senato r C h ambers says that that is
the way it has been done before and that may be, but I do think
it leaves the door open for a lot of mischief when a n e l ec t ed
body and a mayor are elected for that length of time without the
possibility really of citizen input except through a recall
p rocess . Now, g r an t e d , t h e H o u s e of Representatives i s a l l
picked at the same time, but they are picked for a period of two
years only and to counterbalance the House of Representatives
you also have the United States Senate . Wh at we' re t a l k i n g
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