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intend to vote against the bill on Final Reading and the r(eason
that | support this notion is because,aswe went through the
steps on discussing this bill, |I becane nore and nore skeptical
of the merits of the bill, and | did have the opportunity to

share those concerns wth Senat or Chanbers just before we did do
Final Reading, but | would like to have the opportunity, | henwe

actually discuss the bill, to say what nmy concerns are gzpqwhy |
don' t think that it i be of particular merit, at |least
regarding the terns and the staggered terns. g | think that we
shoul d reconsider this bill. | think, in all fairness to its

sponsor and to the City of Omaha, we need to have that
di scussion on the floor of this Legislature. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lamb.

SENATOR LAMB: Yes, Nr. President and

Legi slature, | think Senator Chanbers is correct |nnba%rks| n%f w:\;te
the sudden oppositionto the bill is and it's probably
unfortunate that it did cone so |ate and there was not a lot gof

discussion. Ny only idea...you know, | really don't care how
they do it in Omaha except | see that trend trends that start
in Omaha sometimes have a way of creeping across the state.

Sonme people think Omha is the tail that wags the dog, but
philosophicall y | have the problemof haing all of the council

menbers or the menbers of the Legislature or any governing po ody
elected in one year whereyou could have a conpl ete turnover-.

It doesn't make a | ot of sense to ne. It seems that staggered
elections are better and it's not clear tomewhywe have
special elections. Wy don't we have t hese el ections on the

primary and general ballots'? |f expense is a problem e sho Id

revanp the whole systemso that we have a consistent systemt

is nore efficient.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Smith, Senator Noore next.

SENATOR SNI TH: Thank you, Nr. Chairnman and nmenbers of the body,
mne won't take much time and I' Il give the rest of ny tine to
Senator Hannibal. But, Ernie, | think that | do owe vyou at
I east the explanation of why I' ve been voting against this piece
of legislation as it cane across the floor and ny notives are
very simple. They are basically the same as you' Veneard
evidenced by Senator Schinmek and Senator Lanb,andalso the
situation that we have had and | know that we cgn only always
relat_e to our ownareas. But we had sort of a bad situation in
nmy district where we had a mayor and g council who were not
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