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r eal q u i c k .

on your a dvancement.

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . S enator Ne l s on , p l e a s e .

SENATOR NELSON: M r. Speaker , me mber s of the body, I don' t
i ntend t o b e l a b o r t h i s b i l l a ny l ong e r . I think we have spent
enough time on it, but I was made privileged to some information
and how this count came from. As you know, I mentioned here a
little bit ago, a $6 million cap, and sometimes you get f i gu r e s
real rapid, and this is no exception. T he ac t ua l co u n t a s be e n
counted in the last couple of years, the outpatient and the
h ospi ta l i n p at i en t , and the tota l charges b i l l ed we r e
$13.6 million, and the h ospi t a l ' s sha r e was $4.6 million at
35 percent, and the state's share at 65 percent, $9 million. So
then my question then was back,well , I am qu i t e su r e t h a t t h e
doctor maybe that has to absorb some of this fee, it doesn' t
actually maybe cost him $24 to serve that patient. Let ' s cu t
that in half or two-thirds, s o ac t u a l l y t h ey d i d i n ar r i v i ng at
the $12 million figure, they u sed 6 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e b i l l ed
charges. So I am not denying those figures a nd I h av e n o r e a s o n
tc believe that they are not correct. I, too, have to se t my
priorities and w hether or not I could support the bill at that
amount of money, but I thought I would share that with the body

P RESIDENT: Th a n k yo u . Senator Owen Elmer, please.

SENATOR ELMER: Th an k you , Mr. P r e s i d e n t . The r e h as b ee n
several individuals among the membership that have said this is
not a property tax relief bill. I would look at it more in this
li.ght. The counties are obligated to take care of these type of
indivxduals that they find out they are unable to take care of
themselves. The potential for increasing the property tax to do
that is there. Th is would, at l eas t , add r es s s ome of tha t
potential liability that those counties may incur. I n t h a t
respect, it could be viewed as a fu t u r e cu r b on i ncrea se s i n
taxes in those counties. That i s h ow I v i e w t hi s . T hank y o u .

PRESIDENT: Th an k y ou . Senator Lynch, would you like to c lose

SENATOR LYNCH: Well, Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the courtesy
and the time that was given by the body to the bill so far.
A nyth ing I wo u l d s a y w o u l d s i m p l y r epeat wh at h as been sa i d
before. I hope you allow the A bill to proceed along with the
bill, itself, to Select File. I would a sk fo r y ou r s uppor t .
Thank you .
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