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hung out there, if you will, to have as something +that we can

| ook at ~as time goes along. one of the problems | see
don't think many of us appreciate the pro%l BRI T hat countl'es‘,"mdiln

particul ar, with a mll vylimit havein facing some of t he
responsibilities that they have, andso it is easy tgp mandate
prograns there as has been the case over the yearsS, muchas the
federal government is really doing to us at the state |level, and
t hen saying, now, we know better, you myust do this kind of
program and it is upto you tofigure out where the dollars
come from This isnearly one of those issues. \weknowthat we
need to have anount of care for the nedically indigent. his i s
not the problem The problemis how do we pay for many o}l— t hese
programs that are mandated, and this is one of those issues.
Then we say, well, where is the state going to come up with the
$12 million, and I amsinply submtting to you that as tinme goes
along we are going to have to face many of these jgsgues as we
care for the elderly,as we try to support our education that
shoul d be done over the next five or 10 years, we are going tg
have to decide where are we going to have this noney cone from
Qbvi ously, property tax has been talked gpout a 1o in this
session and it will be, but I think that We 51e going to have to
recognize the fact we are going to have to increase the gales
and income tax if we continue to put out these prograns that e
want, and fromny viewpoint, we are going to have to figure out
a way then to be sure that we don' t.. that we, | don't want to
use the word "freeze" but we have got to do ggmethi ng to stop
the property tax increase at the same tinme. So, as| voted for

this to have it out there, | think it is we have got to
recogni ze the burden we are putting on those entities that™  paye
a mll levy limt. They have nowhere to go. Then what are we

going to do. So we need to keep in mind that we gre going to
have to be prepared to rai se our own sales and inconme tax to do
this. I'f that is what you want to do 5 we fund these programs,
then | think we are going to have to be prepared to do it
because | don't see any long-term syrplus in our state treasury
a.S we are faci ng It rlght now. Wemay have some extra funds
right now but | don't see that they are gystainable. | think we
need to keep the balancein mind and perhaps it is publicly time
to state what some of our priorities are. Someway we need a
forum and | guess this is the place to state what or where are
we going to put our enphasis, and perhaps we need to be talking
atout these issues each time they come up, nd see if we can
find that consensus before Wecome to May 24th and we work all
night.
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