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us something please.

SENATOR R. J OH NSON: Thank you , M r . Pr e s i d e n t . I guess t o sav e
a lo t of t i me , I wou l d l i k e t o mak e a qu i ck announcement .
Yesterday my wif e and I received a Valentine's present, a baby
g i r l , A l exa R a e . Th a n k yo u .

PRESIDENT: Good timing. Senator Sct ellpeper, please.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPFR: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I
th in k we a r e l oc k i ng at t h i s bi l l a l i t t l e b i t wr ong i f we l ook
at it as property tax relief. I t h i nk i t - s mor e of a he al t h
issue. It is something that is moral l y r i ght . I f we r eal l y
want property tax relief this yeai, i t i s g o i ng t o t ak e a sales
t ax i n c r ea s e , and I think we ]ust need to r ealize that. W e
c annot h a v e a p r op e r t y t ax dec r e a s f o r t h e p eop l e b ac k home
unles s we h a ve a sa l e s t ax o r s ome o t h e r w ay t o really fund it.
But I t h i nk t h i s i s ue t hi s mo r n i n g i s really a health issue.
It is so methinq t hat we need to do. It is something that the
people of Nebraska that don't have t he r es o u r c e s , t h ey )u s t h av e
to h av e t h i s h e r e c ov e r age . So I t h i nk we a r e l ook in g at i t
j us t a l i t t l e b i t wr onq . T hank y o u .

PRESIDENT: Th a n k y ou . Senato r C o n w ay , p l e as e .

SENATOR CONWAY: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , I wou l d l i k e t o c a l l t he
quest i o n , p l ease .

PRESIDENT: Th a n l y >u , b ut y ou are the last one, but apprec i a t e
i t . Senat o r L) n ch , would y o u l i ke r o c l o se on th e a d v a n cement

SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. President, members , I wi l l d o m y be s t .
F irs t o f a l l , p l e ase remember what this does n ot d o . Th i s d oe s
not ov e r l ap or d up l i c at e what. . e r Med i c a r e does , wh at ev e r
Medicaid does, w h atever c hi l d r en ' s p r og r ams do, o r wh at ev er
county general assi stance programs do. It does none of th at .
What this does is provide s om rei mbursement t o h ea l t h
professionals who a-.e providing care for those people who ar e
fallinq through tie cr acks, p r imarily people from 20 to 60,
t hose no t el i q i b l for Medicare, those not s i ck eno u g h t o b e o n
Medicaid. The s i" f who has got a jrb and a couple of kids, i =

out o f wo r k f o r a l ong ime, needs to be treated, sometimes is
afraid to go to the hospital because he knows he doesn't have
the money, permit himself and his family to get worse than they

o f t h e b i l l ?
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