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some respects, looking at this as property tax relief. Twelve
million dollars, obviously, isn't much property tax relief, and
so I think you need to kind of put that in the c ontext of t h e
discussion we had earlier when Senator Withem raised the bill,
attempted to raise the bill that would do 50 million. I t i s a
complicated issue. It would be nice for us to be able to say, I
can just vote for all these things because they are good things,
and this deserves as much attention as anything else, but if we
just continue to kind of float along and merrily a dvance t he s e
things to Select File, you are creating a problem for all of us
at the end of the session as we try to finally sort ou t t ho se
final priorities. You are creating a real problem, I think, for
Senator Hall and the Revenue Committee if they have to go out
and not only not do what the Governor has proposed in t erms of
income tax but, in fact, find new money. So I j u st . . . I r i se at
this point I guess just to kind of say, now is the time to start
thinking about what your own personal spending p r i o r i t i e s ar e
and start reflecting.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCOFIELD:
this floor.

.those prior~ties in the votes you cast on

SPEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k y o u. Senator N o r r i s s e y has a g ue st
under th e sou t h b al co n y , some members of the Auburn Chamber of
Commerce with their leader. Would you people please s tand and
be recognized by the Legislature. Thank you for visiting us
this morning. Additional discussion on the advancement of t h e
bill, Senator Smith, followed by Senator Nelson. Senator Smith,
p lease , d i scu s s i o n on LB 187 . Sen at or Nelson, additional
discussion on 187. Senator Smith, please, followed b y S e n a t o r
Nelson and Senator Schellpeper.

S ENATOR SNITH : Nr . Sp e ak e r , Se n a t o r L y n c h , could I a sk y o u a
few questions, please. I h a ve been l i st en i n g t o t h e
conversation surrounding this whole issue this morning, and was
interested to hear what you aesponded t o w h e n you t a l k ed to
Senator Hartnett, and now I would like to pursue that just a
little bit further here regarding how this process would wo r k .
And then my next question to you is in reading the explanation
as far as the amendments are c onc e r n e d, t al ki ng about t he
payment rates would be set by the Medicaid rate unless the
contract with the Department of S ocial Service s wa s f or a
different amount, my next questions would be, a re hosp i t a l s a n d
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