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point at the end of the session. And I don ' t even hav e a
comprehensive list but you know as well as I some of the big
ones, Senator Chizek's state aid bill to schools, Senator
Nelson' s b i l l t h at would do nursing reimbursements. Senator
Smith has a good little bill out there for the elderly, and,
obviously, I have got some g oo d l i t t l e b i l l s o ut t h er e f or
c hi l d r en , a s S e n a t o r Lynch p o i n t e d ou t . There a r e h i gh er
education issues that people are going to want to address later,
the big ticket item coming with technical colleges, and the list
goes on. And each of you as you sit there probably have some
other worthwhile ideas for how we s hould spend t he mon e y thi s
year. And I gu e ss I rise at this point just tosay that this
might be a good time to kind of pause and reflect about what are
your priorities this year because, obviously, the fact that
there is a bit more money than we have been accustomed to having
has gotten us all to thinking about, boy, we can finally do some
things that we have w a n te d t o d o f or a long time. But,
obviously, we are not going to be a b l e t o do a l l o f t h o se
things, and I think if you have not, as an individual, sat down
and started to put together t ha t l i t t l e l i st o f w h a t you r
personal priorities are, that none of us should have the luxury
of just voting for everything just because they sound like good
ideas. And, fr ankly, this is one of those things that sounds
l i k e a g o o d i d e a . If you will recall a few years ago, the s tat e
took over welfare. That was a form of property tax r el i e f . Th e
state took over municipal courts. That was a form of local
relief, but as I have sat on the Appropriations Committee, I
have noticed the cost of those things, w hich were g ood i de a s a n d
we wo'.ldn't go back and do it differently, but, n everthe l e s s , w e
are looking at an issue here that will grow and build and bui l d
i n"o t he stat e ' s bud ge t , and I think we need to look at these
with a little bit more seriousness than I sense people are doing
this morning, that we really need to kind of pause and reflect a
bit about where we want to end up this year and what, i n f ac t ,
our priorities are going to be or otherwise we a re go in g t o en d
up wi t h a l o g j a m o f b i l l s ou t t h er e , all good ideas, all worth
funding, and we are going ta have a really difficult time a t t h e
end of the session arriving at those priorities, if you haven' t
started making your own personal l i s t o f p r i o r i t i e s at t h i s
point. That i s not an easy process. You are no t g o i n g t o do
that this morning. Even having done an i n i t i a l review o f t he
budget, I am no t done yet with where I think things ought to
come out, but I guess I am just rising to say t h at I kn o w
count i es ar e up against the limit. I have got some of them
myself. We have all got them. And I know that people are, i n
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