February 15, 1989 LB 187

SPEAKER BARRETT; (Gavel.) The house is not in order. senator
Wi hi ng, followed by Senator Scofield.

SENATOR WEI HING: M. President and menbers of the Legislature,

I, in original comments, | mentioned +that this would hel
bring about equality because certain counties have to pay a ntich

| arger amount with regardsto indigent people in the fact that
they are attracted to them py the hospitals or governmental
centers that they may have. It has led over to that of

relieving property taxes, and it does to an extent. Letus take
a county budget, and what does the county comm ssioners have

work with. They have what is left over after what the schools
have taken out. The schools will take, on an average,
65 percent of all of the propertytax revenues. \ayeven take
nore within certain counties. So that | eaves about 35 percent
for that county to be run on on all areas of governrren? Wltri!ﬂn
the county. So, when we are talking apout some relief there
within the county in this case, we are talking about g
relatively small amount, and that small anount, it means nore to
those county conmi ssioners than simpl that total budget of
which 65 percent is already aIIocatedyto the schools. g5 there
can be, even though the amount may not seemall that great. apqg
I d« want to point out that out in the greater part of pNepraska
you have more of the indigents going where the hospitalbs are,
such as in Lincoln County, down in Red w||ow County, McCook,
and Scotts Bluff County in the far west, and they do have to
nave a hi gher burden per person there than they do in the |esser
popul ated counties where they are really not able to take care

of them. Thank you. | do hope you will be able to feel f t
advance LB 187 to Sel ect File.p y abte totee ree to

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Scofield, followed by
Senator Smith.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: M. Speaker and nenbers, | rise uess to
kind of express some of my concern at this point that as we
start to nove some very big bills, and this is a very big bill

it is an important issueand it addresses a concern that the
people in myarea have and, obvi ously, people in Omaha have, gang
It is a statew de concern. | was kind of sitting here jottin

down the kinds of issues that we are beginning to hear abou

t hat people want to do this session. And while it is true we
have some money to spend, | think if we continue to take these
bills piece by piece, all of which are standin alone good
i deas, that very quickly we are going to be at a unrranagegble
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