February 15, 1989 LB 187

Dennis  Byars, in the north bal cony, we have 9 students and
3 sponsors from Beatrice pyplic Shool s, Acadeni cal | 'y
Abl e-Di fference of Opinion Program Wwoul d you folks please

stand and be recognized. Thankyou. Weare gladto have you

visiting with us this morning. Further discussion on the bill
Senator Nelson, please. (Gavel.)

SENATOR NELSON: Mr. Speaker, nenbers of the bod¥ I, too, and
sel dom Senator More and | really are somewhat on the g me side

| have sone reservations about this bill, gnd] don't know if
the body knows or not, but we have al so comi ng down the pipeline
| B 44, which, in essence, that would be, would be the cost, the
state woul d pay the cost of care for patients conmitted {4 the
State Regional Centers when they have determined to pe

inconpetent and to stand trial. Qurrently, the county of
residence pays that cost of this care. That bill is carrying
$570, 000. I, too, amquestioning two points on this

whether  or not the indigent would get any nore service than
maybe they are now. | can't see that my hospitals, maybe some

woul d refuse themif the knew they would not be conpensated. |
do sonmewhat call this property tax relief, 5449 in the discussion
in Judiciary Conmmittee on LB 44, that was ny question to genator
Conway. This is strictly property tax relief , and | have the

same comments as Senator Mpore. By thetime that ny |ocal
newspaper gets a hold of it and how horrible we are down here at

the Legislature in providing property tax relief, snqso  on I

don't get one ounce of credit for this. | just get my ears
\M’apped back a little bit nore.. So | call this a property tax
relief and | don't know how we woul d be able to toot ouf horns
in the amountof $12 million, because when we took over the
state Medicaid, mylocal newspaper doﬁsn't know about it or
chooses not to even think about that when he says that we are
not providing any property tax relief. I wonder i f Senator
Lynch woul d be confortable if an amendnment were offered to put a
five or six million dollar cap on this bill. It seems to me

|ike that the fiscal note is entirely. js really high because

I, too, am like Senator Schmit. wWhen we start taking in this
and the hospitalsare not being reinmbursed, 55| said. then we

have the next class, whichis a little bit too muchto not phave

health care but still don't qualify for any assistance, gnq we
see a lot of young couples in that position. And, again they
are in a badposition, to0o. g0 with that, | just wanted the

body to know that we also have LB 44 comng down " the pjpeline
and | do support that. '
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