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SENATOR SCHNIT: Well, I have been.
.

SENATOR LYNCH: I have a list of all the counties in the state
here, too, Senator Schmit. I f you woul d l i ke a ny p a r t i cu l a r
county, I could provide that for you.

SENATOR SCHNIT: T hank you, S enat o r . I have been co n t a c t e d b y
several rural counties who had the bad experience, I guess you
would c al l i t , of having to pick up the tab for a rather
e xpensive op e r a t i o n in several instances which se r i ou sl y
threatened their budget process, arid my concern right now, as I
have mentioned before on this floor, is that you have a limit
here of $10,000 of net worth,apparently, as the top price that
one individual can be worth and still receive this kind of care.
I know that is, in many cases, r ather g e n e r o us . I h ave another
concern and I don't know how we are ever going to address it,
but in the last month, I have had several instances o f pe o p l e ,
whom I call the working poor, and we have a d d r e s sed t h em s e ve r a l
times here although we pay very little attention to them, people
who h ave no i n s u r ance, who cannot be treated at a hospital, who
when they go t o t he hospital very frankly are treated like
second o r t h i r d class citizens, and shunted back and forth to
some other kind of health care. I really don't know what we are
going to do about that, and I think that is, probably, Senator
Lynch, just as important as the problem you are trying to
address, and I don't know that we can address it, and I am sure
the Budget Committee is concerned about the cost of this bill,
and if I were to try to address the other issue, I t h i nk t h ey
would pr ob a b ly t h r ow up their hands, but I want to just point
out that we have reached the point where many people who are not
considered indigent, who consider themselves able to take ca r e
of themselves for most of their needs, are not able to take care
o t h ei r -health ca r e ne e ds , are not able to afford the several
hundred dollars per month that health care insurance cost, and I
would dare say that if most of the state employees had to w ri t e
a c h ec k f o r t h e i r h ealth c a r e i n su r a n c e , t hey would p r o b ab l y
have difficulty doing it every month. And so I am go i ng to
l i s t e n t o t h e d eb a t e o n t h i s b i l l , and I hope others will raise
some of these same questions, b ecause I wan t t o reemphasize
again, the cost of health care has reached the point where a lot
of people, not just indigent who Senator Lynch is trying to take
care of, but a lot of individuals whom you and I meet and visit
and work with every day are not able to take care of ei ther.
And s o , wh i l e t oday we ar e g o i n g to add r e s s o ne i s su e u n d e r
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