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little county |ike Greeley County or sonething |ike

send .their patients in and then our hospital or hosplta}
home then bills this county for those services. Frankly, what
is happening is those counties are up against their m’ll [imt

or their noney that is available, and then, consequently, the
St. Francis Hosp-'tal at home does not receive all of their
payment, or in a couple of cases in 1988 received no payment
what soever. One case was in the amount of $13,000, znother case

in the amount of $5 000, over the past year, and my ai de JUSt

brought these figures up and | called for them earlier this
morning. The total amourt was $150, 000, ga | |tt| e over that,
not, | suppose in hospital expenses, nota big item when ou
know how nuch sonme of them do but eventually what happens i's ty

other patients are going to pay for that or, hopefully, 4y tnat

is figured in the overall hospital cost. g5 it is not fair for
the larger hospitals that are being brought in to have to absorb
that from the smaller counties. # al so have anot her quest|on

if Senator Lynch would answer this for me. menber

of years ago we had quite a large di scussmnhere on the ?llloor
of which we were giving sonewhat benefits | believe to St. Joe's
Hospital in Omaha for serving the indigent. pg you recal | that,

Senator Lynch? Or can anyone else? | renenber, | think Senator
Higgins carried that bill, or we had a I ot of discussion, ang it
was since they take care of the indi gent in Omaha, they were

then given sone special benefits, and then about that sane time
I think they went froma nonproflt to a profit hospital, ndthe

question then entered into it, should or they should not. \ould
this affect St. Joe and that program at all or do you know
anyt hing about it'? '

tSEN?TOR LYNCH: Well, it is ny understanding, Senator Smth,
at. ..

SENATOR NELSON: Oh’ an honor.

SENATORLYNCH: ... Senator Snmith, | am sorry, Senator Nelson,

apol ogi ze for that, that the hospltals providing the service to
the indigent under this bill would be the ones wWho [aceive the
dollars, obviously, based on the clains that woul d be provi ded
from the hospital to the Department of Social services. 't

my understanding, also, that 10 to 15 percent of the hospltals
in he state are now prOV|d| ng about 80 percent of the so-called

xndigent, in this particular case, d d this bill e
care described by this bill. and under s bi indigent
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