February 15, 1989 LB 187

witten, would provide payment on a quarterly basis, ot on .a
daily, weekly, or nonthly basis, but on a quarterly basis. The

bill provides a cap. To expedite the paynment and (o deternine
eligibility, uf course, the people who provide the service can,
in fact, develop the information. That neans the hospital, the
doctor, the clinic, or whoever it might be, and provide that
i nformation to the Departnent of Social Services. The

Departnent of  Social Services then has the obligation to
determine the eligibility. Wiy is this a good deal2 Thati s a
good deal because we shouldn't have to have social service
workers duplicating that kind of a responsibility as well.
There is no reason why that information can't be gat hereg by the
provider who generally is providing theservice anyhow. There
wi Il be an amendnent, so you understand, offered on Select File,
hopeful Iy, by Senator Haberman that wi|l make it clear that
these funds will, in fact, include in those areas, and
especially in the greater Nebraska rural counties of the state,
funds to cover those extraordinary health costs. |, some cases
they are devel oped for people who are incarcerated and in their
jails. To be eligible for the program the incone has to be

or below the current federal poverty guidelines and you have got
to meet the resource limts set by the department, Yyouhave to
be qualified for no other reinmbursement prograns. In other
words, you can't have private jnsurance amnd ?/ou can't be
rei mbursed fromany of those public, federal or state, prograns
the - | have already mentioned, and you have to, have no other
pay>..ent source. So, in fact, there will be a limted number
people. I honestly don't think we will spend $12 million, 4pq
for that reason, | do have serious concerns about the A bill
that is comng up, and the proposed and projected cost for
administering this program whijch seens to me to be high, if not
.xtraordinarily high. Tgo participate in the program you have
just got to meet the criteria, andin some casesyou would even
have to spend down to be eligible. Ladi es and gentl|emen, what
this is is an opportunity and, in fact, g responsibi lity for us
to meet a very inportant unnmet need, z44| wanted you all to
hopefull y without taking too much more tinme,ynderstand the

i nportance of it. | know we have got a lot of big ticket items.
This is an inportant priority along with all the rest, and |
would I'ike toask that you allowthis bill to continue to nove
from General to Select, andrather than me ranble about the
bill, | want to be in a position to answerany specific
questions you m ght have. So with that, Nr. Chairman, thank
you.
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