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honest responsibility of the state in general. I want to make
sure you understand a couple of things. First of all, we can' t
identify too many people that are being left unserved except in
some cases some street people. Some people may be un d e rs e r v e d
but most people are, in fact, being served. That means that the
hospitals and the docs and other health providers are, i n
fact,...I will wait until they get through talking here. That
is all right.

SPEAKER BARRETT: I am sor r y , S e n a t o r Ly n c h .

SENATOR LYNCH: Oh, I was just going to wait until they.. . I
couldn't hear, they were talking so loud. No, that is okay. I
w il. l wa i t un t i l y ou g e t f i n i sh e d h e r e . But i n a n y c a s e , i n an y
case, p eo p l e ar e bei ng s er v e d . Our hospitals, physicians and
other health providers are, in fact, providing serv i ce . Th e
problem is in s ome cases they are not being reimbursed. With
this legislation, even with this legislation and the cost, which
is about $12 million at the most, it is a cap, hopefully not
that much money, there wil l st i l l be peop l e be i n g se r v e d f or
which these health professionals will not be paid. So, first of
all , I wa n t y o u t o un d e r s t and t h a t t h i s b i l l i s no t a b i l l t o
pick up all of the unpaid costs by health professionals or, in
fact, is it intended to be an open gate through which more money
can flow and a pool of money can b e p r ovi d ed t o m e e t on a
c ost-p lu s basi s all of the u nmet health care needs of this
state. Certainly, that is not the case. At the present time,
you hav e Med i c a r e . Thi s does not complicate, o ver l ap ,
dupl i c a t e , s u p e r s ede , o r anyt h i n g an y o f those pr o g r a m s. We
have. Medicaid, the same thing is true. Those people w i l l
cont inue t o b e s e r v e d a nd t hi s p r og r a m d o e s not violate or
overlap with that program a t al l . We h av e i n p l ace s o me
r easonable , ma y b e we nee d so me m or e , b ut so m e r e as o n ab l e
chi l d r e n ' s pr og r a m s. So we take care of the old, take of the
disabled, we take care of the sick, we take c a r e o f t he k ids ,
what we don't apparently have the chance to do a nd th e r e s o u r c e s
is to provide some reasonable reimbursement for those people
generally between 20 and 60, the working stiff out of a job who
maybe has a house that might be worth 10 grand but is making
less, if he has got two kids, less than $500 a month, and it
would provide for that medically indigent person some reasonable
health care reimbursement so that that medical problem can not
only be served on an emergency basis, but served in such a way
that there is not extraordinary cost, public cost following that
b y a n y j u r i sd i ct i on of government in the state. The b i l l , a s
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