February 15, 1989 LB 187

sane services that are now provided under the county for the

medi cal i ndigent program The concern was that if you didn' t
exactly match up, that the state tqok K over the program put
didn't cover all the services, that individuals would be left I'n
linbo and possibly the county would continue tog have
responsibility for those unidentified services. So the intent
here is to provide for everything that now the counties are
providing for the state would also provide for wunpder this
program The payment rates would be set at the Nedicaid rate
put also the Department of Social Services guld contract for
the services u_nde_r a different ratebut, essentially, would
start at the Nedicaid rate. The resource |inits that are
provided for in the bill which currently call for $1,500 of
aut onobi | e equity and $10, 000 of house equity would be stricken
and the Department of Social Services would set the resource
limts, of course, with the intent to not deviate much from

those original figuresin the bill but, obviously, some
flexibility I's needed and the departnent requested that and {0
bill under these comm ttee anendments woul d provide for t%at

Anot her conmittee amendment would deal with the fact that
psychiatric services would pe provided and then, finally, the
funds woul d be distributed on claims received rather than
services provided, and the Pronpt Payment Act would not apply to
this problem All  these amendments, | think, deal with the
concerns of the department and | would ask for the oqoption of
the conmittee anendnents.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you.  Any di scussion on the conmittee
amendments' Seeing none, those in favor of the adoption of ¢

conmittee amendments to 187 please vote aye, opposed nay.
Record, please.

CLERK: 28 ayes, 0 nays, Nr. President, on adoption of conmittee
amendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendments e adopted. To the

bill, Nr. Cerk, anythingy Senator Lynch.

SENATOR LYNCH: Nr. President  and nembers, LB 187 is a
carry-over piece of |egislation. It was suggested years ago.
It was encouraged during Vard Johnson's tinme 1’n the Légi sl atwge,

and this morning we passed around to you a letter that heggpt

in the absence of himbeing here. Hegivesa one-page overview
of V\hy he beli eves, and | beli eve, that this is an i n'portant and
unnet need, and an inportant responsibility, and a realistic and
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