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same services that are now provided under the county for the
medical indigent program. The concern was that if you didn' t
exactly match up, that the state took over the p rogram but
didn't cover all the services, that individuals would be left in
limbo and pos sibly the c ounty would continue t o h a v e
responsibility for those unidentified services. So the intent
here i s t o pr ovi de for everything that now the counties are
providing for the state would also prov i d e f o r under t h i s
program. The payment rates would be set at the Nedicaid rate
but also the Department of Social Services could contract for
t he se r v i c e s und e r a different rate but, essentially, would
start at the Nedicaid rate . Th e r e sou r ce limits that are
provided for in the bill which currently call for $1,500 of
automobile equity and $10,000 of house equity would be s tr i c k e n
and the Department of Social Services would set the resource
limits, of course, w ith the intent to n o t deviate much from
those original figures i n t h e b i l l bu t , obv i o us l y , some
flexibility is needed and the department requested that and the
bill under these committee amendments would provide for that.
Another committee amendment would deal with the fact that
psychiatric services would be provided and then, finally, the
funds would be distributed o n c l ai m s r ece i v e d r athe r t h an
services provided, and the Prompt Payment Act would not apply to
this problem. All these amendments, I think, deal with the
concerns of the department and I would ask for the adoption o f
the committee amendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. A n y discussion on the committee
amendments' Seeing none, those in favor of the adoption of the
committee amendments t o 1 87 p l ea se v ot e aye , opposed nay .

CLERK: 2 8 aye s , 0 n ay s , N r . Pr e si d e n t , on adoption of committee

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendments are adopted . To t h e
bill, Nr. Clerk, anythingy S enator L y n ch .

SENATOR LY N CH: Nr. P r e s i d en t and members, LB 1 8 7 i s a
carry-over piece of legislation. I t was s u ggeste d year s ago.
It was encouraged during Vard Johnson's time in the Legislature,
and this morning we passed around to you a letter that hesent
in the absence of him being here. He gives a o n e -page overvi ew
of why he believes, and I believe, that this is an important and
unmet need, and an important responsibility, and a realistic and

amendments.
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