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SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...that we had last year in order to
conmpletely and support the amendment. Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Kristensen, please.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: We”, in response to Senator

Bernard-Stevens. It seems to me |ast year you made some of
those decisions t'nat there should be some breaks on ages in what
we do in regards to children and | would renew that the bill, g

it is, there has not been a public hearing on the Chambers
anmendnent and that deserves some |ong and hard discussion in
conmittee and let themsort out where the age ought to Lo gpg

with that, | would urge that the anendnent be defeated.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Ther e are no other lights on.
Senat or Chanbers, would you like to cl ose?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes. Mr . Chai rman, this issue of the

children wa discussed jn conmittee at the public hearing and
during the Exec.utive Session and if you | ook é‘t the committee
di d not,

report, I'mlisted as not voting because | want to have
a no vote against the bill, but | couldn't vote for it with this
provision agai nst children. So | told the members gf the
conmttee that | would not try to hinder the bill comng out

here, but that | would offer this amendment, gso it doesn't catch
anybody by surprise. And if you ook at the l|etter that |
handed around, | had asked Mss Kathy Moore to contact sone of
these groups and see what heir posit ion was with reference to
sxngling out the children and she contacted the National

Conference of State Legislatures who, in turn, contacted the
American Bar Association, National Legal Resource Center for
Child Advocacy and Protection. The statenment t here was t hat

Nebraska ~would be the only state with this requirement for
children. So they want to nove frombeing the only 4iate that

requires corroboration, period, g5 peing the only state that

does this to its children. | don't think br askans” want

| don't think that's the direction that the Legislature is golng

to go. And | do have confidencethat if this bill is going to
be voted up, then this amendment will be adopted ¢j,g¢ because
if a child cannot even get into court, you haven't just placed a
higher  standard of proof, you have nade it inpossible for the

Ch||dt0 even get a heari ng. V\here corroboration is requjred by
law, if there is no corrrboration, there cannot be a conviction,
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