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comment |' |1l nake in this opening, renenber the requirement  for
corroboration in this state that we have now was not sonet hing
that this Legislature did. For once, the Legislature is not the
culprit, the judges are and we're going to show those judges
that, the Legislature js npreenlightened than they have been
down through the years, and | applaud the Legislature for that.

( Appl ause. ) But our responsibility does not end there. "he
| egislation that we' re enacting to correct one wong should not,
by its ternms, create a greater wong to a nore victim zed cl ass,
to a nore helpless class, to the class that at iher times we
al ways say represent our future, represent our imortality. Th
agendnpnt I's very reasonable and | hope that you will vote ?o
adopt it .

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Wsely is next, but, Senator, if
| may introduce a guest, please, of Senator Scott Myore.  Under
the south balcony, we have R@m Oswald, Superintendent of

Centennial High School and Nr. Dave Hirschfeld of WAaco,
Nebr aska. Would you gentlenmen pleasestand and be recognized.
Thank you for visiting us this morning. sSenator Wesely, did you
wi sh to speak about the Chanbers anmendnent’? oOkay, followed by
Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. President and nmembers. | (id
co-sign the amendment with Senator Chanbers and am pl eased to &0
so. He is absolutely right in everything he just \yant through
for us in terms of why we need toadopt this anendment. Now
first, let me commend both Senator Robak and Senator Kristensen’
their bringing in this piece of legislation is avery good gep

forward to deal with this corroboration question and |

appreciatetheil’ initiative in this ar ea. | am also p|eased
that the defense attorneys have agreed at least toggme change
inthis area, but | amnot party to that agreement ahq | hope

that most of the menbers of this Legislature feel the same way.
I don't knowwho exactly agreed to this 15-year and above
cutoff, but it certainly doesn't involve ne and I' don't think it
involves the majorityof this Legislature and if Senator Robak
and Senator Kristensen need to oppose this gpendment because of
that agreement, | can understand that. Byt for the rest of us,
for the rest of us, let's think about what Senator Chambers

to say. We nowfeel that those that are 15 and ol der are going
tobe able to, on a sexual assault case, proceed without

COH’ObOI’ati on, EXCe| | ent Change But we have to recognize how
serious the problem has become for our children under the ggy,al

assault laws of this state and how difficult it has been in many
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